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the four years 1919 to 1922. According to
these statistics there were 25 fatal accidents,
and 68 accidents to men who were incapaci-
tated for fourteen days. This is an average
of six fatal accidents and 16 other accidents
for each of the four years. The total num-'
ber of persons killed in all occupations was
513, and injured 0,326, from which it will
he seen that the proportion in the case of
building and scaffolding is very Small. Hon.
members will see that the percentage of fatal
or other accidents experienced on buildings
was fairly light. I do not draw attention to
that fact to justify the rejection of the Bill,
hut mnention it because, judging by the fran-
tie appeal mnade by the Minister in favour
of the mneasu re, one would think lie would
have to go to a staff old himself if the Bill
We're not passed. I shall not vote for the
amendment moved by 'Mr. Lovekin. The Gov-
ernment, however, might give some under-
taking as to what they are prepared to do,
either by way of an amendment or by bring-
ing forward same other Bill that will meet
with the desire of hon. members-

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Next year.

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
move-

That pro gress be reported and leave asked
to sit again at the -next sitting of the
House.

Ron. A. LOVEKIN: I move anl amend-
ment-

The 'Minister for Education: There can be
no amiendment to that motion[

The CHAIRM,%AN: The hon. member can
vote against the motion.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The Mfinister moved
to report progress and for leave to sit again
at the next sitting of the House. Is it
competent to miove to amend the motion
by striking out '"the next sitting of the
B one'' and inserting some other words. The
motion to report progress is not one of those
that must he put from the Chair without de-
bate. Standing Order 123 says-

A question having been proposed may be
amended-i, By leaving out certain words
only. 2, By inserting or adding certain
words. 3, By leaving oat certain words in
order to insert or add other words.

So far as I know the only motions to be put
without amendmnent or debate are those relat-
ing to the previous question and the Chair-
man leaving the Chair. It is competent to
amend any other motion.

The CHAIRMAN: What is your amend-
m ent?9

Hron. A. LOVEKIN: I wvant to strike out
"the nest sitting of the House'' and insert
"the 5th 'March.''

Hon. V. Hamersley: No, don't do that.
Hon. J1. J. Holmes: No, let it go.
Hlon. A. LOVEKIN: I will withdraw the

amendment.

-Motion put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT-SPEOIAL.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION

(Hon. J, Ewing-South-West) [9.5):1
move-

That the House at its rising adjourn til
the -30th October.

Hon. A. LOVEKILN:. Before adjourning,
Will the Minister tell US whether he will give
members an opportunity to place amendments
they desire to move to the [aspeetion of Ma-
chinery A&ct Amndment Bill on the Notice
Paper, so that other members may know what
we propose to do.

The 'Minister for Education: The matter is
entirely in the hands of the President,

The PRESIDENT: I ani in accord wvith
the suaggestion by M1r. Lovekin., Any amend-
ments hie desires to have placd onl the Notice
Paper will he so inserted,

Question put and passed.

House edjourned at 9.7 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
psim., and rend prayers.

QUESTION-E'MPIRE EXHIBITION,
PERSONNEL.

Mr. TEESDA.LE asked the Minister for
Mines:- 1, Is it a fact that all the officials
for the Australian section of the Empire Ex-
hibition arc to be appointed by the Melbourne
executivel 2, Have the local executive no
authority to appoint their own officias to
give information regarding our raw products
and industries?9

The 'MINXISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, No. 2,' The State executive with the ap-
proval of the State Government hare auth-
ority to appoint officers to represent the ex-
hibitors from the Slate and supply informa-
tion with regard to our raw products and in-
dustries generally.
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QrESTION-FRrIT SALES ON BAII-
WAYS.

Bate on trucks.

Mr. PICKERING asked the "Minister for
'Railways: 1, Is. it a fact thnt the rate on
truceks for sale of fruit on the railway systemn
has been raised from £1 to £2 per diem? 2,
If so, whyI

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, An increase was necessary
in order to cover the cost of the service ren-
dered,

MOTION-SANDALWOOD TEXDFJRS.
Debate resumred from the 11th October on

Vie following motion by Hon. P. Collier:-
That in the opinion of this House Ito

tender confer-iag the sole right to pull and
remove sandalwood from Grown lands or to
deal with sandalwood under the grant of a
mnoopoly should be accepted by the Gov-
erment until Parlioment has had an op-
portunity to approve or otherwise of the
tender or tenders; and, in the meantime,
to enable members to inform themselves of
thme nature of all tenders submitted, all
such tenders and oil papers relating thereto
be laid on the Table of the House-

and on the following amendment by Hon. T.
Walker:-

That all the words after '"Governinent,''
in line 5, be strucke out.

The 'MI'NISTER FOR MINES (Hon. JT.
Scaddnn-Albnny-oa amendment) [4.37]:-
I am afraid a good deal of misunderstanding
exists regarding the attitude of time Govern-
meat. on this question. IL-et me emphasise that
we are concerned about obtaining for the
State and for those engaged in the industry
the last possible penny that can be extracted
from the people who utilise our raw product
for their benefit. We may perhaps have erred
i the direction of mixing up the interests
of the State with thoso of the sandalwood
getters, inasmuch as we have not only called
for tenders for a permit, as is the practiee
with regard to forest products, but have also
imposed as a condition of tender a, minimum
payment to the getters for the service ren-
dered in obtaining the wood. We mnight have
avoided all that trouble by merely calling
tenders for royalty. By that mneans we wonld
probably have secured a very large sum, but
the getters would have beens left entirely at
the mercy of the successful tenderer. To my
way of thinking, and I believe the opponents
of time present proposal will agree with me,
it would be mast dangerous in connection
with a commodity like sandalwood to allow
any one person, firm., or company to have the
right to take sandalwood for sale in the ab-
sence of adequate protection for those who
actually obtain the wood. In trying to
save the getter, ire hare got iato diffi-
culties as repards the other part of our
proposal. Although the word "monopoly" is

used in connection with the Government's
proposal, sod although admittedly, for the
purpose of attaining the object the Govern-
ment have in view, it is proposed to create a
condition of things which will bring ad-
vantage to the State as a whole and also to
the getters, the particujlar term, ''monopoly,''
does not apply. In reel fact, nothing in the
nature of a, monopoly will be created. The
sandalwood cannot be taken by the successful
tenderer. He, in fact, will have no power at
all, under the permit, to go into the bush and
take a single piece of sandalwood. He will
have to obtain all his sandalwood from the
getters who are licensed by the Forests De-
partmenat. Further, the Government have
provided that while the successful tenderer
may take only a certain maximum, yet ho
must take a minimum. That minimum was
originally fixed at 89,000 tons per annum,
hit a reading of the conditions of tender
shows that the minimum quantity may be
varied from timue to time, at the discretion
of the Conservator of Forests. When it was
discovered that amongst the ten derers; there
wvere some willing to take the maximum quan-
tity of sandalwood even for the first year or
two, the Government decided, in order to
avoid a complete derangement of work in the
sandalwood forests, to fix the minimum at
5,000 tons. During the last five or six months
the Government hare refrained from accept-
ing a tender, notwithstanding the fact that
they had a recommendation on the subject by
the Conservator of Forests, backed by the
opinion of the Solicitor General, who went
into the question with the Conservator. We
refrained beca-use of the fact that members-
of this House had asked the Government not
to deal with the renders finally until the
House had had an opportunity of expressing
an opinion on the general policy of the Gov-
ernment'a proposal. The House is certainly
entitled to express an opinion on -a question
of policy. If the House should take the view
that the Government's policy is a wrong one,
then lion, members will bear the responsibility
of whatever may follow, just as the Govern-
ment must bear the responsibility of what-
ever may follow the adoption of their pro-
posal- T hold the view that if the Govern-
ment do not proceed on the basis they have
nullinedL there will be chaos in the obtaining
of sandalwood. A. limited number of men are
to-day engaged in obtaining sandalwood, but
that limited number are in excess of the
actual quantity required for supplying the
market for some year or fwmo. There is at
the moment a boom in sandalwood, and that
boom has resulted from the knowledge of the
traders that the prices quoted in the various
tenders put in by them are sufficient to altos
of their purchasing sandalwood for the time
being with the certainty of being able to
unload at a handsome profit later. It is
rather curious to note that our friend Mr.
John Stewart, chairman of directors of the
so-called Sandalwood Products Company, has
in various pamphlets he bas published, and
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in various advertisements which be has in-
serted in the Press, made a statement which,
if the getters were to attend to it, would
probably make them feel somewhat annoyed.
If the statement is correct it shows that the
getters are being ''diddled'' out of what is,
after all, their fair interest in the obtaining
of sandalwood. Mir. Stewart stated the other
day that if the Government accepted his own
particular tender, under which the State and
the sandalwood getters would share half the
;sofits, the tender price would be £26 Is. 10d.
If that is the case, then Mr. Stewart's firm
must have been making a profit of about £18
per ton. I do not think they are doing that.
I want to be fair in the matter, and there-
fore I say that I believe Air. Stewart haes not
quoted quite correctly from his own figures.
In ny opinion it is not p ossible to obtain
a profit of anything like £18 per ton from
sandalwood.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: I rise to a point of
order. Is the Minister dealing with the ques-
tion before the Chair? I thinkc he is opening
up a question on which every member of the
House will be able to speak.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister is trying to
show reasons why the amendment should not
be agreed to. It is very difficult for me to
keep members strictly to the amendment. I
have been watching the Minister. We want
to 'ret the facts, of course.

Hon. P. Collier: The amendment deals
with the question of laying the papers on
the Table.

Mr. SPEARER: And with the question
of the approval of Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I amn
quite in your hands in this matter, Sir.

Mr. SPEARER: The words wvlfich the
amendment proposes to strike out are as
follows:

until Parliament has had an apportunity
to approve or otherwise of the tender or
tenders. And, in the meantime, to enable
members to Inform themselves of the
nature of all tenders submitted, all such
tenders and all papers relating thereto be
laid on the Table of the House.

The Minister is dealing with that part of
the motion wvhich relates to the approval of
the House, and he is giving reasons. I ama
watching him closely. The Minister may
proceed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I knew
there would be some difficulty in discussing
the amendment, but I tried to keep my re-
marks as nearly as possible within the scope
of the words proposed to be struck out. I1
am endeavouring to explain what I conceive
to be the position as affected by the tenders.
That position really boils itself down to the
question whether a tender should be accepted
or all the tenders rejected. Whether the
House accepts the amendment or rejects it,
the matter will still be in the same position.
If thec amendment is carried, and then the
motion as amended is carried, it will amount

to an expression of Opinion by the House that
noe tender should be accepted by the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Underwood: But suppose the amend-
ment is carried and then the motion as
anmended is defeated?

The MIN'ISTERt FOR MINES: I arn try-
ig to deal with that aspect as well. That
would be practically an approval by the
House of the Government procceding on the
lines they have already proposed.

Mr. Underwood: It would be quite possible
for a member to vote for the amendment,
and, if that were carried, to vote against the
motion as amended.

The MINISTER FOR MiN.ES: Quite so.
If the amendment is carried, the motion Will
read as it appears on the Notice Paper down
to the word ''Government'' in the fifth line.
Then it will be a direction to the Govern-
,,,ent not to accept a tender. If, on the other
hand, the amendmnt be defo'nted, the Gov-
erment must take respousibility for any
cosirse of action the), adopt. If, as Mr. John
Stewart states, the merchants are making
such handsome profits, it is evidence that he
himself did not know the value of sandal-
wvood under the conditions proposed by the
01overninent; else he wvould not have allowed
another to put in a higher tender than his.
J want to be clearly understood on this point:
I am definitely of opinion that in the event
of no tender being accepted at this stage,
those who have been handling sandalwood
during the last three or four months will
i-eop a profit of anything up to E8 per tosi, hut
the getter will not get a penny more than he
has been getting in the past-indeed, while
the Merchants are disposing of their holdings
on a basis returning them a profit up to £8
per ton, the getter will be starved. I hold
that definite opinion after very careful con-
sideration of the position and consultation
with my officers.

Hon. P. Collier: The same position will
obtain if a monopoly be granted.

The MINISTER FOR MINES, No, the
differeuce is that whoever gets the so-called
monopoly must take a minimum of 5,000
tons per annum on a monthly basis.

Hon. P. Collier: How can lie possibly do
it?

The MINISTER FOR MIINES: That is
his business.

Hon. P. Collier: He would require a quar-
ter of a million pounds.

The MITNISTER1 FOR MINES: That is
his business entirely. He must subscribe to
the permit, which provides for his taking a
minimum of 5,000 tons per annumn on a
monthly basis.

Hon. P. Collier: Although he has four
years' supply in hand?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
not my business. A company does not neces-
sarily operate on its capital alone.

Fon. P. Collier: In this case it would re-
quire a good bank behind it.

The \MISTER FOR MINES: John Stew-
art is _prepared to go on if he gets the
tender. It would be only honesty on the part
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of the Government, before accepting a ten-
der, to assure themselves that the tenderer
distinctly understands the new conditions. It
would not be fair to forfeit his deposit be-
causel of the changed conditions. But it is
not my business to say to him, "Give me proof
that you can find the necessary mny"
That is his business. If he signs the permit
and does not take the minimum of 5,000 tons
per annum on a monthly basis, his permit
can be cancelled and fresh tenders called.
He must either stand to his contractual con-
ditions, or because of the changed conditions

be given an opportunity to withdraw without
being penalised by the forfeiture of his de-
posit. I do not wish to pursue the matter
further. The House has been asked to take
responsibility. The method the Government
propose is in the best interests of the Treas-
ury, of the getter and of the State as a
whole. in the event of tenders -not being
accepted, so difficult will the position become
in relation to the getter that it will not be
long before the Government are faced with a
clamiour for an advance against the stocks
of the getters until the market again becomes
normal. Otherwise the getters must sell at
a sacrifice; for John Stewart will be able to
declare what price lie likes, and certainly will
not continue to buy if the royalty, as has
been suggested, be fixed at £E10 a ton with a
minimum of £E20 to the getter for the next
12 or 18 months or two years. What is to
happen to the getters in the meantimeI Under
our proposal the getter is assured of a
definite market at an enhanced price without
any possible loss of capital, indeed, without
any capital provided by the State. If the
industry be not carried on, the State will
lose the £2 per ton royalty and we shall have
to wait at least two years until the market
improves. If, as has happened, we had d,
clainoar for a reduction of the royalty, how
much greater will be the clamiour if the get-
ter cannot dispose of his stocks? I1 takre
full responsibility for the assertion that if
our proposal be not accepted, I knew of no
other that will not bring about immediate
chaos.

Hon, P. Collier: If one company can find
a market, half a dozen can.

Mr. Underwood: Half a million can. 'Why
touch it at aill

The )MIISTER FOB MINES: If the
motion be carried, half a dozen will be there,
and they are not going to buy while they
have stocks on hand and want to unload at
a profit.

Hon. P. Collier; Neither wilt one.
The INIS1TER FOR MINES: But one

must. We cannot make the conditions apply
to six. There is nothing in the Forests Act
to permit us to impose conditions en a person
buying a commodity out of our forests.

'Mr. Underwood:- Why have a change at allI
The MINISTER FOR 1"lNES- Is9 the hen.

member prepared to say the existing condi-
tions are satisfactory?

ir. -Underwood: I say that Stewart should
nut have a monopoly.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That, of
course, is another view. All along I have
taken the view that a monopoly created in
order to raise the overseas price of a com-
modity we do not use ourselves is a beneficial
monopoly.

Hon. P. Collier: Beneficial to the man
who gets it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And to the
State.

Hon. P. Collier: Not necessarily.
The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: I agree

that, generally speaking, monopolies are dan-
gerous. If there were a monopoly of all our
own meat supplies, it would be extremely
dangerous; but a monopoly that will result
in raising the price paid by John Chinanman
for our sandalwood is to be beneficial.

M1r. Underwood: Nature has given us the
monopoly.

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: And the
Chinanman is getting the benefit of the mon-
opoly.

Mr. SPEAKER: I amt allowing the ban.
mnember a lot of latitude.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And we will want
the same latitude in replying. That is why
I raised the point earlier.

Ron. P. Collier: The Mdinister is covering
the whole ground. We shall have the debate
all over again.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am try-
ing to explain the position. If the amend-
ment be carried, it will leave for conksidera-
tion the motion whether or not proposals of
the Government are to be proceeded with. If
the House does not accept the Government's
proposal, I am certain we shall have chaos
in the sandalwuod industry. Therefore it will
net be a, fair thing to lay the blamne at the
door of the Government, nor even fair to ask
the Government to find cash to enable the in-
dustry to be carried on, since under the Gov-
ernment's proposal the industry could be car-
ried on without Government assistance and
at a profit to everybody concerned.

Han. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [4.57]: Despite whatever the Mfinisr-
ter may say, the Government will be directly
responsible for any degree of chaes that
might be brought about. It is true that at
present buyers are piling up large quantities
of sandalwood. Hon. members, if engaged in
the industry, would do precisely the sarne
thing.

The Minister for Mines: I do not deny that.
Bon. W. C. ANOWIN: Every hon. member

would take the same line of action. It is
known that the royalty will be increased and
that the getter will have to be paid mote
than he has received in the past. Conse-
quently it is profitable for the merchants to
buy up all they can get to-day uinder the low
royalty and at the low rate to the getter.
It is clear profit to the merchants to buy now
and stack. 1it any chaos is brought about,
it will have been brought about by the Gov-
ernment, not in delaying acceptance of the
tender, but in neglecting to raise the royalty
and provide the higher remuneration for the
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getter. * reause that what the Minister has
said is correct. Ho has told us there are large
stocks of sandalwood in China and that there
-ire big stocks also at Fremantle, stocks which
have been cut at a cheap rate, and on which
a low royalty has been paid. The people in-
terested will not keep on buying until they
have got rid of some of the stocks they have
onl hland, At the same time we must not for-
get that by acting inl the way thle Government
are doing, the whole of thle sale of the san-
dalwood is put into the hands of one firm.
Every member in this Chamber will admit
that ho is against giving a monopoly to any
single person or company.

Mr. Underwood interjected.
Ron. IV. C. ANOWIN: I will not take any

notice of the bon. member, because, by way
of interjection a little while ago he said that
if the motion is not defeated, the Government
will have to resign.

Hon. P. Collier: He is Dot satisfied with
one vacancy; lie wants the whole lot.

lon. W. C. ANfOWIN: I was interested lit
the remarks of the MNinister this afternoon.
He said that the cutter would take the timber
under a permit and that the contractor could
only buy and sell. The other day I1 asked
the 'Minister some questions as to Whether
there had been any regulations made to con-
pei permit holders to sell to one buyer or
more the timber which they got under their
permits. The Mlinister replied in the nega-
tive. Thle permit is issued under a regulation
and before the contractor, whoever he is,
can carry on under the tender, both Houses
of Parliament must first pass the regulation
to compel the getter to sell to the one person.
I think it is Section 34 of the Forests Act
that provides fur thle calling of tenders or the
selling by auction and the issuing of permits
under regulations. Thu reason for the
amendment is this: Certain bon. mem-
hers have availed themselves of the
opportunity to look through the files.
Those who have tendered have made fairly
long statements to the Press. The tenders
are fairly well known and therefore hon.
members feel, seeing that the conditions are
already known, that there is no need for the
placing of the papers on the Table. Hut we
say it is necessary whether or not Parliament
agrees to hland over one of the State's pro-
ducts to a monopoly to soil. This is not done
an-ywhere that I know 6f.

Mr. Underwood: And no one else hats
sandalwood.

Hon. W. C . ANOWIN: India has a little,
but the position remains that while we hear
a good deal said about State trading con-
cerns, this sandalwood business is a thous-
and times worse.

Mr. SPEARER: I cannot allow the hon.
member to discuss State trading concerns.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: My only desire was
to point out that State trading was done in
the open market, and every person had an
opportunity to follow in a similar line of
business as that in which the State was en-
gaged. The sandalwood business, however, is

beyond my comprehension. Where are thle
Government who advocate and preach liberty
of thle subject?

Mr. Underwood: As preachbed by the
Stewarts.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Never mind about
the Stewarts. I have not spoken to Stewart.

Mr. Underwood: I meant Stuart the Ring.
Hlon. W. C. ANUWI-N: The lion. meni*

her would take a far livelier action than even
Mr. John Stewart has done if Ike were placed
in a similar Positionl. I do not blame anly of
these people working to their utmost for the
purpose of keeping for themselves a business
which they have built up. Every person would
do that. I. amt surprised to find in this 20th
century a National Government submittiag
anything which has a tendency to bring about
a monopoly. Have we not had referenda in
this State for thle Commonwealth to prevent
monopolies? We know the effect of moniopo-
lies in Amecrica.

31r. SPtaKER: The lion. inember is now
dealing with the motion more than the amend-
mient.

Hion. W. C. ANGW EN: I admit that. That
is why I raised thle point of order. I was
afraid that what the Minister was saying
would result in a re-opening of the whole ques-
tioll. The Government have made a mistake
and the bad feature of the whole thing is that
they are prepared to stand by it. They are
onclenvouring to hland ever this business to
a monopoly, thus throwing out others from
the business, and in that way doing an in-
jury to the community at large.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.10): This
is a difficult motion to speak to.

Hon. M. F. Tray: Well, why sneak to it?
Hon. P. Collier: He is following the usual

practice.
Mr. PICKERrING: You, Mr. Speaker, said

that you were carefully watching the debate
to see that members did not depart fromi the
narrow path prescribed by the amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have been watching the
debate closely, because I admit it is difficult
to keep within its four corners. On that ac-
count I have allowed some latitude.

MAr. PICKERING: It is not my desire to
trespass unduly beyond the ring fence which
encircles the motion. We must not lose sight
of the fact that the elimination of certain
words,' suggested by the member fur Han-
owns, was done with the object of gathering
into the folds of the motion certain mnembers
who had expressed views that wore opposed to
the grantinge of a monopoly.

Hon. T. Walker: You are not right.
Mr. PICKERING: I am near the mark.
Hion. T. Walker: You are not.
Mr. PICKEETNO: I am satisfied that any

tactics which could be honourably adopted to
defeat a nmeasore of this nature would be
availed of by the hon. member. The hon.
member proposes to strike- out certain words.
That is a decided change of front on the part
of the Oppositina. Why is it desired to take
out these words which I should imagine the
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Leader of the Opposition. would regard as
being most pertinent to the motionf Why is
it desired that the papers in connection with
the ceiling of the tenders should be laid on
the Table? So that members might secure in-
formation as to the nature of the tenders
submitted. It is evident that the Leader of
the Opposition must think there is something
on the file that should be made available to
members, and] it ts implied also that there is
something on the file which the Government
are anxious to hide.

Hon. P. Collier: Rubbish; that is a most
ridiculous statement. We always call for
papers when we require information,

'Mr. PICKERING: I am glad of the hon.
member's assurance.

Hon. P, Collier: There is no need to give
any assurance.

Mr. PICKERING: It is just a matter of
opinion. It is seldom11 that papers are called
for unless it is for some object.

Eion. P. Collier: To secure information.
Mr. PICKERING: It is often not advis-

able to place files on the Table because the
information may be more or less of a coafi
dential nature. But that is not what actuated
the mover of the amendment. He said, in
effect, that the file would disclose facts that
would then become available to the mem-
bers of this Chamber, A good deal of matter
has been published by interested persons such
us John Stewart, John Hector and others. I
do not know whether we should accept the
statemients made by irresponsible gentlemen
as being accurate. If the Leader of the Op-
position was in earnest in his desire that
members should become coguisant of the
facts of this position, he should not be eatis-
fied with the ex parte statement I refer to.
I should like to protect him against himself-

Mr. XtePCallunt: '-He badly needs it.
Mr. PICKERING: Evidently the hen.

member agrees with me, or else he would not
have made that interjection. Whether or not
chaos would ensue from 'the carrying of the
amendment is a ques8tion of considerable diffi-
culty. The member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon. WV. C. Aagwin) made some comment
on the question of the chaos that would result
if the mnotion were carried.

Hon. W. C. Ang-win: The Minister said
that.

Mr. PICIKERING: But the bon. member
repeated it.

Hon. W. C. Ang-win: I did.
'Mr. PICKERING: I am opposed not only

to the amendment but to the motion. Stress
has been laid upoa the uase of the word.
''monopoly,'' and it has been referred to as,
ain insidiouis evil. I think it is the 'wrong
word to use.

H1on. P. Collier: That is not in the amend-
inent.

M.%r. SPEAKER: I do not want to prevent
the bon. member from going on, but I wish
to confiae the debate to the amendment. I
have already allowed a good deal of latitude
to hon. members because of the importance
of the matter.

M.%r. PICKERING: This has created con-
siderable interest not only ina :the Chamber
but throughout the State amongst those con.-
nected with the sandalwood industry.

'Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member will be
in order in debating that on the motion after
the ameadment is disposed of.

Mr. PTCKRTRINO: The member for
North-East Fremantle drew attention to Sec-
tion 33 of the Forests Actt He said that
certain regidat ions had to he passed as a
result of the granting of a concessioti, or
monopoly, or permit, or whatever members
liked to vall it, to those connected with the
industry. I. have looked through the section,
and cannot agree nith him when he says that
certain regulations should be passed. I can
find nothing in the Act about that.

11011. WV. C. Augwin: A permit is granted
under the regulations.

Mr. PICKE-RING: It may not be neces-
envy to have regulations. Anything that is
done is subject to the Act, and any regula-
tions that may follow in its train. It does
not foltow that regulations must be framed.
If the Act provides for the calling of tenderr
and the granting of permits-

H-on. W. C. Angwin: That is only in the
Case Of royalties.

Mr. PICKERING: The Act does not say
that regulations must he framed to fix the
pirice.

Non. W. C. Angwin: I did not say so.
Mr. PICI(ERIN%'G: That is the only re-

maining feature to be dealt with now. The
Act provides for the contingencies that have
arisen in connection with the sandalwood in-
dustry. I hope mem'bers will consider the re-
suit if the amendment is carried. It will
eliminate all possibility of members becoming
fully seized as to the amount of the tenders,
the conditions, the price to the sandalwood
getter, and. thec royalty to the Government. I
have always hield the Leader of the Opposi-
tion ia high esteem. I have never under-
estimated his capabilities, and have never at-
tributod anything to hint that had not some
good foundation underlying it. Something
serious mnust have happened to cause him to
agree to the amendment.

flon. P. Collier: I cannot prevent a mem-
ber from moving an amendment.

Mr. PICKERINIG: I do not think a pro-
aminent member of his party would have
moved such an amendment without consulting
him.

Hon. P. Collier: He is very independent.
Mr. PICKERING-. The member for Kan-

owns (Hon. T. Walker) is a loyal er-Attorney
General of the party to which the Leader of
the Opposition belongs. He would never take
such a vital step without first consulting his
honoured chief. I am opposed to the motion,
but, if it be carried, I should prefer it to be
Carried in its entirety. Before submitting it
I an' sure the Leader of the Opposition gave
it the most careful consideration.

Hon. P. Collier: It was rather hurriedly
drawn up.

'Mr. SPEAKER: It is not necessary to de-
bate that phase of the question.
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Ifr. PICKERING: I am confined to rather
a narrow margin. The importance of the
motion must have been fully considered be-
fore it was submitted. My object is to pre-
vent it from being carried. to with other
members, would like to peruse the file. I
have heard it stated that the Leader of the
Opposition has already had that opportunity.
If that is so, he is perhaps satisfied that
everything in the garden is lovely, though we
have not yet had his assurance to that effect.

lHon. P. Collier: You would like to see the
file yourself?

.%r. PICKERING: Yes, and I believe other
members would also like to do so. Several
tenders were submitted. If we are not pre-
pared to accept the assurance of the Govern-
ment that these have been, faithfully and
truly considered, and that justice has been
done to all, we shall want toa see the papers
ourselves. A great deal has been published
in the Press about these tenders, and about
the motives that have actuated the Govern-
ment in calling thenm, and about ivire-pulling
and other things. Firms interested have pub-
lished huge advertisements. None of us has
bee,, able to escape from the persistent haunt-
ing of this sandalwood question. When we
see one of the principal sheets of the ''Daily
No-ws' monopolised by glaring advertise-
meats as to the iniquities of the Government,
it makes us feel that where there is so much
smoke there must be fire.

Mr. Underwood: Someone must be getting
hurt.

Mr. PICKERING: If I were losing my
business throngh, any unjust action I should
feel hurt, but in this ease each of the ten-
derers had the same opportunity as the others.

.\r. SPEAKER: The bon. member is deal-
ing with the whole question. He must keep
to the amendment.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: I wall stopped, and
you must expect the same treatment.

Mr. PICKERING: I am not dealing with
the matter as the bon. member did.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
confiae himself to thle amendment.

Mr. PICKERING: I am endeavonring to
do so, but I am not allowed to discuss the
question of a monopoly. The amendment
strikes out the words that are pertinent to
my argument, for it w~ill prevent me from
seeing the papers. I have not bad the same
opportunity the Leader of the Opposition has
had. A lot has been said about the motion
not only in the daily Press, but in the '"Sun-
day Times'' and the ''Primary Producer.''

Hon. P. Collier: There is quite a lot in the
''Primary Producer.'' Have you read the
article?

'Mr. PICKERING: I have read some of it.
Eon. P. Collier: I must read it here. It

is worth getting into "'Hansard.'
The Premier: Take it as read.
Mr. PICKERING: We should see the

papers before arriving at a decision. The
''Primary Producr'' is in a measure con-
nected with the party to which I belong.

Hon. P. Collier: A full measure.
Mr. Underwood: It is a paper of bad re-

pute.
Mr. PICKERING: The paper seeks to im-

pose upon me an obligation to support a por-
tion. of a motion which the -member for
Kanowna, seeks to strike out.*

Hon. P. Collier: The paper is against that
portion.

Mr. PICKERING: I do not think so.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Never mind

about the ''Primary Producer.'' The lion.
member must keep to the amendment.

Mr. PICKERING: I have the same rights
and privileges as any other member of the
Chamber!

Mr. SPEAKER: I have given the honour-
able member considerable latitude, and that
is because of the importance of the question.

,Mr. P[CKERING: M',ay I ask you, '.%r.
-Speaker, to be good enoughi to tell me which
part of the question I can deal with?

Mr. SPEARER: You can deal with the
amendment; that is the only part before the
Chair. I want the lion. member to keep, as
far as is reasonably possible, to the amiend-
nient. I do not wish to curb him.

Mr. PICKERING: The annendment in the
first part says-

. . . . until Parliament has had an oppor-
tunity to approve or otherwise of the tender
or tenders.

I suppose I can discuss the effect of the
cutting out of those words from the motion.
If I cannot do so, what can I discuss? I
must have some ground for basing my argu-
meats upon. How can we know whether we
should approve or disapprove of a tender
or tenders, unless we have an opportunity of
seeing those tenders placed on the Table of
thle House? This was considered by the
mover of the motion as an important port of
that motion. The question of the tenders
has been considered of great importance,
judging by the letters and advertisements ap-
pearing in the newspapers. According to
certain sections of the Press, the country is
crying out for knowledge regarding these
tenders. I am not prepared to admit that
assertion, but if we strike out this part of
the motion, that information, which is ap-
ilarently desired, will not be available to the
House.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member should
be able to give reasons why the amendment
should not be agreed to, without discussing
thle motion.

Mr. PICKERING: I wailt the motion, if
it is to be carried, to be agreed to in its en-
tirety. I wish to see the tenders, so that I
may be in a position to gii'e the Government
the advantage of myr knowledge of the san-
dalwood industry. That is the attitude taken
up by most hon. members. They are actuated
by a desire to do the best possible for the
State and for the people generally. One of
the things Parliament is asked to decide is
which of the tenders should be accepted.
That was the point of view the Leader of
the Opposition hod in mind when he sub-
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mitted the motion. In effect, he said: "1
have no confidence in the Government, who
are not fit to, nor are they capable of decid-
ing which of the tenders should be accepted.
Therefore they should not accept any of
them. The tenders should be placed on the
Table of the House so that we may have an
opportunity of deciding on the merits of the
respective tenders and of deciding which
should he accepted or, alternatively, to put
them all aside."' We should see the tenders,
and decide which should be acciepted! That
is the intention of the motion, because it
says: "'Approve or otherwise of the tender
or tenders." To approve means to accept.
If the Rouse decide to approve of a certain
tender, it will have to be accepted. The
Leader of the Opposition sought by his mo-
tion to have the matter left to Parliament to
decide. If the motion is to be agreed to
along those lines, the amendment should be
rejected because the concluding part states-

And in the meantime, to enable members
to inform themselves of the nature of all
tenders submitted, all such tenders and all
papers relating thereto be laid on the
Table of the House.

I suppose that the reference to "all papers
relating thereto'' means all papers relating
to the transaction as between the various in-
terests concerned, and the various depart-
ments, such as comnmunications between the
Premier and the Minister for Forests. By
this means the whole ramifications of the
sandalwood business will be disclosed, so that
hon. members may decide which, if any, of
the tenders shall be accepted. If we cut
out the words covered by the amendment,
the motion will then read-

That in the opinion of this House no
tender conferring the sole right to pull
and remove sandalwood from Crown lands,
or to deal With sandalwood under the grant
of a monoply, should be accepted by the
Government.

I am prepared to state there is a certain
disagreement between the first part and the
second part.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
keep to the amendment. I am af raid the
bon. member -will have to be pulled up for
tedious repetition.

Mr. PICKERING: I am sorry to hear
you say that.

Mr. SPEARER: The hon. member has
iread the amendment and the motion five or
six times since be has been endeavouring to
speak on this question.

Hon. P. Collier- It has been appalling?
Mr. Hughies: Who are you waiting for?
Mr. PICKRINLG: I admit you have been

exceedingly generous, Mr. Speaker-
Mr. McCallum: What about ust
Mr. PICKERING: The only thing I re-

gret, Mr. Speaker, is that you accuse me of
tedious repetition.

Mr. SPEAKER: I said I was afraid 1
would have to pull you up if you proceeded
with tedious repetition.

Mr. PICKERING: I wish the House to
believe that the motives actuating me are
just as honourable and as much in the in-
terests of the State, as those actuating -any
other hon, member. I give way to no other
member of this House on that point. I have
sought by the few remarks I have been per-
wnitted to make, to influence memibers to hesi-
tate before agreeing to the amendment. It
is difficult to press that point too strongly
upon members, If we are to agree to the
motion at all, we should agree to it in its
entirety. Personally I am not in accord with
the motion, nor yet with the amendment.
This is one of the most important questions
which have come before the Chamber for
some time past, and you, Mr. Speaker, have
allowed eunsiderable latitude. You have done
that. because you realise the importance of
the matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member is re-
peating himself. That is the third time he
has said that. I cannot allow the hen, mem-
ber to proceed on those lines.

Mr. PICKERING: I will not delay the
Rouse any longer-

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member will
resume his sent if he does not intend to delay
the House any longer.

Mr. PICKERNTG: -beyond to say that I
trust that the importance of the sandalwood
question wvill lead members to seriously con-
sider Whether or not they should agree to
the amendment, as moved by the member for
Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker). It is important
that we should -retain the amendment as part
of the motion if we are to carry it, because,
if we have not sufficient confidence in the
Government-I

Ilon. P. Collier: You have found confidence
in them since you got the group settlements.,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No, it is because of
the general election.

Mr. PICKERING: The Speaker will not
allow me to discuss the question of group
settlements.

Hon. P. Collier: That will save you.
Mr. PICKERING: I ask hon. members to

be careful before they agree to the elimina-
tion of the most important part of the motion
we have under consideration.

Amendment put, and a division called for,

Mr. SPEAKER: As there is only one hon.
member voting against the amendment I de-
clare the division off, and the amendment
agreed to.

Amendment thus passed.

M r. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara.) [5.45]: 1
oppose the motion. As regards my electorate,
I am not so interested in the question as are
some members, but it is our duty to deal
with questions of State even though ,they do
not affect our particular electorates. I am
pleased there is no sandalwood in my elector-
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ate because of the trouble other members
seem to have had with the various pullers,
dealers, storekeepers, and others that have
handled it. It is the duty of the Government
to endeavour to get more revenue from San-
dalwood and to obtain a better return for
the meca employed in bringing the wood from
the bush to the ports of shipment. If sup-
porters of the motion could put up a better
lproposition than that of the Government, I
would support them, but no other proposition
has been suggested. MuIch has been said
about the literature that has been distributed
and the advertisements that have appeared in
tile various newspap:ers. Those things have no
influence with tie; I have not read thenm and
I have no intention of reading them. ' One
member interjected that the traders had omn-
plained before they knew the successful teni-
clerer. That is quite a natural thing to do.
We have heard the legend of the boy that
cried ''wolf'' when there was no wolf, and
of his fate when one day the wolf did come.
The principle nowadays is to holler before
you get into the wood, and that is what the
sandalwood traders are doing. Another maxim
I learnt as a boy was, ''Don 't cry before
you are hurt.'' That was wrong; you want
to cry before you are hurt; it is of no use
crying afterwards. It is of no use John
Stewart crying, though he thinks he may be
hurt. This disposes of all the argument that
can be Imadle of the fact that the traders pro-
tested before they knew the successful ten-
derer. Anyone doing reasonably well will
protest against a change. Nature has given
Western Australia a monopoly of the world 's
supply of sandalwood and pearl shell, two
commodities of which we use very little.
When dealing with something out of th *
ordinary, we do not always employ ordinary
methods. The member for Kanowna (Ron.
T. Walker) said the establishment of a mon-
opoly would be a violation of principles as
old as the age of the Stuarts. The Stuarts
he referred to have nothing to do with John
Stewart.

Hon. W. C. Angwin flow do you know?
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Because John Stew-

art is not opposed to a monopoly. The hon*member also went back to Kin John, but
the Stuarts, King John, the Plantagenets, Rob
Roy Mfacregor, and Brian Born never had
similar conditions to deal with. Tf wre wish
to go back to the time of the Stuarts and
Brian flora, we should do so to discuss only
those things that are similar. When dealing
with different things, we should have suffi-
cient intelligence to handle them in our own
way. Under tlhe laws of the Stuarts and
King John, trades unionism was not regarded
favourably and there was no Arbitration
Court. Nature has given us a monopoly of
sandalwood, and shall we throw away nature's
gift and allow a monopoly of our product to
exist in China? The biggest monopoly in
sandalwood heretofore has been in (.hina and
if, under the proposals of the Government,
we create a monopoly by having one buyer
and seller, we shall have the satisfaction of
knowing it is here and can be dealt with.

Those who support the motion want a mn-
opoly in China; they want to go on as we
have been doing for the last 70 years, prac-
tically throwing away this valuable asset.

Mr. Harrison: And one that is diminish-
ing rapidly.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I an, coming to that.
I read in the ''Sunday Times'' a statement
that the Government should not think of giv-
ing over the buying and selling of sandal-
w~ood to one man, and that if any Govern-
ment dared to act similarly with regard to
wheat, it would be hounded out of office and
Parliament as well.

Mr. li(-Iarlson: It was done last year.
Mr. lUNDERWOOI): There is no analogy

beteen our wh~eat production and our sanl-
dlalwood production. We produce hut a frac-
tion Of One per cent, of the world's wheat,
but of sandalwood we produce 75 per cent.
of the total. Further, the more wheat we
sell, the more we can grow, but the more
sandalwood we sell, the less we have. Now
look at another phase of the question: the
sandalwood pullers are getting about £8 per
ton; under the Government proposal they will
get £14. They do not like a monopoly.
Wheaict is worth about 4s. 6d. a bushel.
Apply the same rule by handing over
the buying to one mall and offer the
f arniers Ss. a bushel for five years.
Would they agree to it? Can a duck swim?
Recently it has been agreed that the Gov-
eratnent should not allow this asset of the
State to be disposcd of at the lowest pos-
sible price, which involves the lowest pay-
ment per ton the sandalwood puller can live
on, and the lowest payment per ton for watchL
our Railway Departmnent will convey the wood.
A result of such conditions would be to de-
nude the whole State as speedily as possible,
of sandalwood. What alternative proposals
have we? So far as I know, there is only one
alternative proposal, which amounts to
State enterprise, and which suggests that
the State itself should handle the whole
sandalwvood trade. For the time being,
I consider, Western Australia has suffi-
cient State enterprises, and it is - our
duty to consolidate those existing State
enterprises and make them successful. To
that end we should apply our best intelli-
gence. Several of the present State enter-
prises exercise on influence on our economic
conditions. Regarding sandalwvood, ve are
not worried at all, except for the considers,-
tion that the wood grows in our country and
that we shougl secure the best possible price
for it. We know that many mistakes have
been made in connection with State enter-
prisces handled here. This suggests that when-
we attempt to handle a State enterprise in
China, we shall undoubtedly be liable to slip.
After all, steamships and aw~mills and im-
plement works are things we know something
about. But when it conies to trading in China,
which involves the question of exchange, of
cenverting the coinage of foreign countries
into pounds sterling, we have very few men
who can handle such business. We feel that
in this respect we would be liable to make
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heavy losses. What is the matter with a]-
lowing the trade to go on as proposed by the
Government? We shall control the Sandal-
Wood business by letting it on contract to one
man or firm. The result will be that the State
Will receive about £30,000 directly in annual
royalties, and that those of our citizens who
pull the wood will. alto receive something like
£E30,000 a year. These are very valuable con-
siderations to the Western Australian people
as a whole. Suppose the man or firm to whom
we grant a monopoly should make huge pro-
fits. In the first place, the State will have had,(
its cut. In the second place, the sandalwood
getter will hav-e made his chop. Finally, if
the contractor does inake huge piocks, the
State will get another rake-off by way of in-
conic tax. If any memiber can put up a better
proposition, I will vote for it; but until lie
does, I shall support the Government's pro-
posal. The member for 'Menzies (Mr. Mul-
]any) made a remarkably good and well
thoaght-out speech, based oji knowledge
gained by personal observation. There was
only one point on whtich the hon. member did
not convince me. Hle did not explain how we
can have unlimited competition in buying
sandalwood, and yet restrict the output. Tilte
high price we are going to get depends, in
essence, upon a restriction of output. I 'Would
ask the member for Kanowna (Hon. '1.
Walker), who agrees with the catch-as-catch-
can system, how the output can be restricted
unless it is controlled.

Hon. T. Ang-win: The market will restrict
it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is catch-as-
catch-can. The market has restricted the out-
put. Leaving the question of output to the
market and to time free run of all buyers
means that we shall not shift one iota from
the position in which we have been for the
last 70 years.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Prices would be re-
gulated.

The Premier : Who would regulate them?
The ChinanianY

Mfr. Munsie: NO; the Government.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Hon. members first

say that they are absolutely opposed to mon-
opoly, end then say, ''We are going to con-
trol this business by regulation.'' Are they
not getting pretty close to monopoly by that
men.

Mr. Chesson: 'NO; not if We give the
business to half-a-dozen buyers.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is the point.
The issue does not seem to he whether there
shall be one buyer or six buyers. The trade
is still to he a monopoly, and the same price
is still to be paid. All this debate, and all
this heated feeling, are in regard to five
dealers.

Mr. Mfunsie: Nothing of the kind.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: What is the matter,

thent
Mr. Munsie: The point is to give the men.

in the bush dix buyers instead of one buyer,
if you want it put that way.

The Premier: Give the men in the bush
their £;9 a ton,

Mr. Mulnsie: You Will Still be able to give
them the £14 per ton.

'.\r. UNDERWOOD:. Does it matter in the
slightest degred to the sandalwood getter
whether he has six men to sell the wood to, or
only one man, so long as the price is the Samne?

Mr. Chesson: What about wood being
condemned? With one buyer the puller will
get about a third of thu wood he pulls ac-
cepted, and the balance condemned.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The price is fixed,
Whet her the buyer be Stewart, Paterson,
Thomson, or Underwood. In passing let mnu
say that if the Government had done as I
think I would have done, and put this pro-
posal into effect twvo ye~irs ago, the whole
thing would hare heen set tled by now.

The Premier:- It would have been settled
long ago.

'Mr. UYI3ERWOOP: Yes, and everybody
would have been satisfied, an 1 the State would
hve been receiving large royalties.

Mr. Hughes: Why don'-t you suggest the
snnie with regard to goldl

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The hon. member
call have all the gold I am going to get out of
my mine. He can put up one buyer for that,
if he likes. There has been some exaggeration
with regard to the bearing of this sandalwood
quest ion on the prospector. It is true that;
some prospectors get sandalwood.

Mr. Miunsie: A lot of them do.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: The great bulk of

the sandalwood is got by urea who are
lnt prospectors, and is got in country
which it would be useless to prospect
except for a bit of wheat land. There has
been somie complaint as to the restriction on
the number of mn permitted to get Sandal-
wooed. Some years ago the Government-[
think with the approval of Parlianient-pro-
mulgzated regulations in -regard to sleeper-
cutting. It was then decided that no more
men should be granted licenses to cut sleepers
on Crown lands. There was complaint on
that score. However, the regulations have
been in force for years now, and nobody has
starved as aL result, and nothing serioLLs has8
followed.

Mr. Davies: By what Government was
that done?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I do not remember;
it is so long ago. Has there been any riot in
regard to Fleeper-clotting? No, And the
same position will arise in regard to sandal-
wood getting. If those who engage in that
occupation can get reasonably big wages, they
will be satisfied. Those -who are not employed
in getting sandalwood will engage in some
other occupation, in which I hope they too
will receive big wages. 'What is all the com-
plaint about? By restricting the output we
shall get nearly double the present price for
the cutter. If we do not restrict the output,
it means that everybody can hare a rush at
the bulsinessk and live On practically starvation
wages. Is it not infinitel§'better to have a
fixed number of men doing well than to have
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an unlimited number right down on what is
called the bread line? Considerable exaggera-
tion has been indulged in as regards the dis-
tance over which sandalwood is pulled. We
have had it stated that when the price of
sandalwood was high, so-cflled week-enders--
men working on wages all the week and going
out on Saturday afternoon and Sunday to get
a load of sandalwood-did a good deal in that
way. It has also been stated here that sandal-
woodl has hbeci pulled 80 or 90 miles. flow
could a week-ender pull sandalwood 8O or 90
miles?

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Before tea I had
dealt with some of the exaggerations about
people who get sandalwood, and pointed out
the impossibility of those wveek-enders, on
Saturday and Sunday, going out 80 or 90
miles and bringing in a load of sandalwood.
If ther did it they miust have travelled by
aeroplane. Another statement has been made
that the sandalwood getter often cuts a triek
of from 60 to 80 iniles through timber. As
Cousin Jack would say, lie does and hie does
not. The getter may start getting sandal-
wood eight, 10 or 20 miles out. He then goes
fitrther until, ultimately, lie is out 80 or 90
miles. But no mnan has ever started and cut
a track for 80 iniles continuously. The mein-
her for ILeonora (M r. Heron) informed the
]Iouse that hie had interviewed a considerable
number of getters in his electorate, and that
they were unanimous in their opposition to
the Government 's proposal. Possibly his
statement was correct. It would depend en-
tirely on the manner in which the question
was put to the getters. If the lion. mnember
put the ease from his particalar angle, they
would say they were opposed to the proposal.
On the other hand, if the Minister for Mines
went to the same men and explained it from
his particular angle, they would say they
were in favour of the proposal. f1 know some-
thing about manufactured puhlic opinion,
baring had experience of it over the am~end-
ing Health Bill. On that occasion, I saw it
reported that a certain road board had unanii-
niously decided to vigorously oppose the Bill.
On making inquiries I found there were pre-
sent at the meeting two members and thu
chairman.

Mr. Teesdale: Was that at Walls!?
Mr. UNDERWOOD: No, a lot closer. The

people at Walla] have a little more sense than
have the members of some road boards quite
near to Perth. The member for Murehison
(Mr, Mars9hall) said the Government's pro-
posel wvas very suspicious. I have often heard
such statements. The Premier said the per-
son who accus~s another of being a black-
guard is usually a blackguard himself. To a
certain extent that is right, outside of poli-
ties, but iside of politics it is quite untrue.
It is the correct thing, apparently, for one
side of the House to accuse the other of
being corrupt, of accepting bribes. The
abili ty to do that does not belong to any in-
dividual member or any party. This session
we have heard a good deal of suspicion de-

dlared against the Government over the redis-
tribution of seats, over the sandalwood, over
almost everything that has been before us.
I can remember other Governments. I would
not for a moment say that members of Par-
linient who make insinuantions about others
are themselves crook. Although I was not in
Parliament at the time,, I remember the pro-
posal to purchase the 'Midland Railway. For
sonc years after that proposal had been fool-
islily allowed to fizzle out, there was every-
where an assurance that the late Mr. Daglish.
was on at least £10G,000 if the purchase had
been brought off, while each of his Miniqtcrs
-aas on £1,000. Later than that I remember
whim the present 'Minister for M.%ines was
Labour 'Premier. H~e was repuited to have
niettedI £40,O00--the sun was definitely stated
-it £40.0i10-over the purchase of the tram-
wars and the construction of the power house
mid of the Wynuiham Meat Works, Further
than that, 'Mrs. 'Scaddan was said to be a
Gerinan. Incidentally Mrs. Scadulan turned
out to be either a Cousin Jack or a Welsh-
woman, I forget which. Anyhow, it was
found that she could pass as a direct descend-
ant of the nh-oriiiincs of Britain, Then we
hadt a select committee of which the present
Minister for Works wvas chairman. Before
that select committee the £40,000 dwindled
donun to the presentation of a Ilianola. The
presenit 'Minister for Works turned the full
searchlight of his intelligree on the wit-
nesses, cleaned off all the dirt and, when he
got it right down, hie found a clen receipt
for a corresponding amount on the butt of
the ban. member's cheque book. We have nut
heard the pianola. since. Before I get off
the subject of the Minister-

The Minister for 'Mines: You are on half
wh.Ien I get it.

Mr. UN DERWOOD: The half of what
you are to get out of this will not be worth
imuch. The first man I stopped to speak to
in the Terrace on Saturday morning said
to me, "I see that Scaddan is retiring.''
I said, ''Yes, I believe so.'' ''Oh, well,''
he said, "I suppose he has made enough out
of the sandalwood. " Although I have very
little time for the Minister, I did feel in-
clinied to spit in that citizen's eye. Still that,
of course, is against the law and, besides,
he was younger and bigger than I. Another
member who made a lot of money when Min-
ister was -Mr. W. D. Johnson. He made quite
a lot of money out of that agreement with the
I owelisang company. Fuirthermore, when
Minister for Works he made a considerable
suni out of the hattle of the routes of two
or three railwars. I believed a good deal
of all that until one day-I do not think
the cit-h on. member will object to my saying
it-he came to ino and asked inc to exchange
cheques for a few pounds wvith him for a week
or two.

Mr. Clydesdale: He took a risk.
Mr. UY,\DFRWOOD: I have even heard

'Mr. .1. MN. Drew accused of accepting bribes.
This because he approved of a whaling eon-
cession to some people, notwithstanding that
there were ether applicants for it. lily ex-
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penaence is that whenever a Minister mnakes
a deal on behalf of the State, or whenever
there comes a. clash betwen two sections or
two people, ad the Minister must decide for
one, he is accused of taking a bribe. The
public accept the statements of members of
Parliament as being correct. N&othing is more
untrue than to say that the Parliamentarians
of Australia are dishonest. We have 700 or
800 members of Parliament in Australia, yet
how inany timies. has bribery ever been proved
against any of them? If there be one thing
of which Australia can he proud, it is the
integrity and honesty of her Parliamentar-
ians. Before accepting accusations against
public men, we should think of the many big
men we have had in Australia, men who
started with considerable wealth, devoted
their lives to the service of the State and died
poor men. There were Parkes, Berry, King-
ston, Denkin, Lyne-how many of them died
worth two bob? If they had applied their
great abilities to accumulating wealth they
would have died jest as rich as any of our
big traders, linen drapers or sandalwood con-
trac-tors. This debate serves to recall that
question of the Mfidland Railway. There
is no doubt in the minds of hon. mem-
bers that the proposition to buy the railway
was good. The mistake made by the late
Mr. Daglish was that he did not buy it and
tell Parliament afterwards. Had he done so,'Parliament might have put him out of office.
Still, he would have accomplished something.
As it was, he came to Parliament and Par-
liament pet bin] out just the same, and if
any aspiring member wants advice I would
tell hins that once he is satisfied that a thing
is good for the country, and lie has satisfied
hiumself that he has adopted the best methods,
then let him go on with it. He will1 be corn-
plaimed against. Bitt he will be complained
against anyhow, and he will be put out of
office. He will be put out anyhow. It nall
comes back to the sanse thing. Mr. Daglisli
failed to purchase the MINidland Railway, and
he flizzled out. In my opinion the present
Government should have put this regulation
into force. As it is, they are now uip against
what, in my opinion, is a no-confidence mo-
tion, and they are likely to fizzle nut in just
the same way as did Mr. Daglish. The worst
of it is they will fizzle out without having
accomplished their object. They could come
back in three years saying, "That is what
I went on; see thme result of it!" If the
amotion is carried the matter will be dropped
just a" the Mfidland Railway purchase was
dropped. No 'Minister will again touch this
question, not even with a 40-feet pole, and
the result will be that the cutting and pulling
of sandalwood will be dealt with, as in the
past-the cutters will get what the buyers
are prepared to give them. There will be a.
monopoly in sandalwood, but that monopoly
will be in China, not here. I trust, there-
fore, that the motion will not he carried, and
I trust the Government, possibly after giving
the matter further consideration, will put
some such propoal as that we have before
us into operation.

'.%r. MIAN\N (Perth) (7.55]: 1 have lis-
tened to the speeches from both sides of the
House for and aganst the proposal, and I
am Still convinced that the only effective way
of dealing with our sandalwood in China is
through one selling agent. What is the posi-
tion of the sanidalwood trade, and what has
been the position of it since the last boom?
I have gone to some trouble to ascertain the
cause of that boom, and I find that it was
due to the rise in the price of the Hong Kong
dollar. The boom did not last very long, and
it was followed by a long slump in the san-
dalwood trade. At the time of the boom there
were something like a dozen firms operating
in the purchase of sandalwood. The majority
of them have gone out of the business. It
would be interesting to see 'who they were,
and the nationality to which they belonged.
These are some of thez:-Wing flung & Co.,
.J. H. Cheong, the Eastern Agency Co.,* re-
presented by Sam Wab & Co., Chmung Joseph,
Chen See, and Ying Lee & Co., represented
by John Hector. - We have heard a great deal
fromi John Hector who, with another gentle-
man, has beeni making himself conspicuous in
opposition to the Government's proposal.
The other gentle man has resorted to abuse
through the Press and 'has gone so far as to
suggest that something was wrong. Let us
see who JTohn Hector represents

Hoe. W. C. Angwia: Wh'len did John Hec-
tor write to the Press?

Mlr. MIANN: The hon. member cannot have
been following the matter in thme Press. Here
is the extract. It is headed ''Sandalwood
tenders, John Hector, sandalwood merechant.''

Rion. W. C. Angwiai: Who signedl it?
Mir. AN:John Hector. This would

lend the Government mid the people to be-
lieve that John Hector was dealing on his
own behalf, that John Hector was the real
tenmdierer for the concession, and so far as
the House knows up to the present time, that
is the position. But it is not really the posi-
tion. John Hector is not acting on his own
behalf. Neither is lie a trader in his own
behalf. I have here a copy of a balance
sheet issude by Ying Lee & Co. on the 21st
May, 1921, translated into English.

'.%r. Lambert: Will you tell the House who
supplied von with it?

Mr. MANN: Thme hon. member could have
got it just as easily as I dlid.

.%r. Lambert. Wbere?
MrI. 'MANN: It does not matter. I ea

going to read it for the information of the
House.

M Ir. Lambert: Is the title " The Romance
of a Chinese balance sheet"?

*Mr. Teesdale:. No. It is "The Exposure
of John Hector.''

Mr. -MAN: It reads-
N\otice is hereby given that the fourth

annual general meeting of the company will
be held at the company's office, No. 82
Des Voens-road West, on Sunday, 22nd
May, 1921, at 2.30 p.m., for the purpose of
(1) receiving the report of the directors
together with balance sheets for year ended
14th February, 1921, (2) electing direc-

1123



1124 [ASSEMBLi.J

tors for year, (3) electing audil
year, (4) discussing the general
the company. By order of the hb
Mow Lam, 'Managing Director.

Managing Director's Re;
Tt is unfortunate that the hal

show a loss of 24,679.67 doll
business during the Year, and af
ing 1,039.09, the profit of the
last, the nett loss of 23,640.53
down to the account of the pr
Messrs. A., B., and C., directors
in their resignation, but in accol
the company's regulation NO. 13
be re-elected directors again f
sent year if they agree to be re

Ying Lee & Co. Profit and Lo

Office, and godown rent .. ..
Boarding .. .. .. ..

Sudyexpenses
Elcrclamps, telephone, stationery, etc.

Bat and cmole hire for landing and shipping
cargo .. .. .. ..

Telegrms .
Insurance :, :, . .
Fees for auditor, solicitor and Interpreter..
Charter of steamer.. .. ..
Gratuity to oufcrs. of steamers ..
Expenses for shipping wood at Austrlia..
Cost of wood...................
Cost of railway Islepers .. .
*Mr. Hector's salary........
Stafr salary .. ..
Dhlrectona fess .................
Cost of wood.....................
Cost of railway sleepers .. ..

Capital 2,000 shares at $100 each $200,000
*ILess 100 shames given to Mr. Hlector 10,000

Acrued proft.................
Los-Wel Takt Bank ....

Tel Ring .. .. ..
Hun liar Ku .. ..

Curet amccut with Us. Hector..

Salea of woods
Interest .. ..
Bent .., .... ... ..
Stocks of wood .. .. ..
Stocks of wood at Australia
Stocks of railway sleepers..........
Proft brought down from previous year -

Loss .. .. .. .. ..

Balasc Sheet.

Stocks on hand at Hong Kong ..
Stocks on hand at Australia ..
Hallway sleepers .. ..
Cash with various banks ..
Account with various dealers
Interest .. .. .. ..
Over remittance to bb. Hector ..
Overdrawn by captain of steamer-
Valuatin Of office furniture ... -

Expenses, for building a light railwaya
Australia, from godown to wharf

Mr. Taylor's deposit money ..
Account with 11r. Orlabe,.........
Valuation of godowo ...........
Cash In safe .. .. ..
Proft and cos .. .. .

Wong Mow Lam, the managing d
in Western Australia a few mont
a reference to his passport will sh

tor for the ness on which he was engaged. If members
affairs of are at all interested in big movements and in

oard, Wong the operations of his company, they can
quickly ascertain what he was doing here.

port. But the positioni is that though this company
onc shets did intend to go into liquidation, they do-
anc shets cided not to do go, and all their energy is

trer diedt now directed towards securing the selling
rear efore. agency of the sandalwood in Western Aus-
isearfre trol..is caried r. Munsie: That is what wve arc oppos-

esent year. i.g. I do not know why you are looking over
,have sent this way.

dncwih Mr. MANN: You are putting up a case
4 they may for the Chinese firms.
or the ]ire-
-elected. Mir. Munsie: Do not be absurd!

asS A/c. Hon. P. Collier: That is a miserable and
$ a contemiptible assertion.

* 4,118-50 Mr. 'Munsie: A very contemptible asseT-
1,168-52 tion.

609-45
* 689-24 MAfr. MANN: Let John Rector still trade

for Ying Lee & Co. In effect that is what
8,76-44 you are saying. The position is that the

4,90-76 great majority of these firms have their busi-
278-20 11055 in China; their profits are made in China,

94699 and they are- not distributable or taxable in
7,18i-63 Western Australia.

192,212-38 Hon. P. Collier: That is Dot true. If YOU
1,804-48
s,0oo-oo read Paterson's list of shareholders of three
5.116-40 years ago, you will see how many Chinese
2,200-00 weei0htmnpl company. Be fair.

100,566-78 ee nta mnal
* 3,400-92 Mr. MANN: I will be fair. I am putting

$427,628-38 forward indisputable facts.
- Hon. P. Collier: I am justified in getting

3 annoyed when yoti say we are fighting for a

0.0 Chinese firm. it is contemptible.
110o00000 Mr. SPEAKER: The Leader of the Op.
33000000

* 3,000-00 position is not in order in using that word.
500-00 Mr. MANN: The hon. member knows that

7,150,10 John Hector is representing a Chinese firm.
5343,650-10 'Mr. Munsie: Has Hector the sole selling

right?
It Mr. MANN: Yes.152,872-82do)oknw

6,905-37 Mr. Monsie: How d o nw
550-30 Hon. P. Collier: He may be the successful

168,655-00 tedr.
71.999-20 tedrr
3.966-00 Mr. Corboy: The Government may be go-
1,030-00 ing to give the tender to a Chinese firm.

23605 Hon. P. Collier: He was the highest
$427,628 -30 tenderer.

Mr. MANN: The Leader of the Opposi-
3 tion lus mere information than I.

1,999200 Hon. P. Collier: You knew very well.
3.066-00 Mfr. MTANN : If he knows that, hc has

58*-0023,692-96 more inside information than I have.
2,098-24 Hon. P. Collier: I didn 't get it in Un-
17.081 mack's office.

2,41.-1 Mr. Corboy: The Government are propos-
2549 ing to give this to a Chinese firm.

21-3 Ron. P. Collier: Hector is the highest
75,00 tenderer.

28,022-68
033-92 Mr. MANN: John Stewart is also making

23,640'58 statements regarding the actions of the Goy-
$343,660-10 erlilient. He said he had a communication

from Bradley & Co. of Hong Kong. These are
ireetor, was foreign traders. Stewart, however, did not
hs ago, and say he was the buying agent for Bradley &
ow the busi- Co. and wall handling their letters of credit.
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Ron. W. C. Angwin:- In order to sell their
goods these people must deal with Chinese
firms.

Mr. MANN: We know that, but it is a
different thing being a Chinese firm.

Mr. Angelo: Bradley & Co. are an Eng-
lish firm.

Mr. MANN: If we are going to give the
selling agency to anyone, let us give it to a
British firm, one whose profits can be taxed
by the State and the Commonwealth. Let us
not give it to a firm in China that has only
Chinese interests, and all of whose profits are
kept in China.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You cannot tax pro-
fits made in China.

Mr. MANN:- We can tax the profits in
Western Australia. A lot has been said
about the dishonesty of purpose behind the
actions of the Government. The "Worker"
has taken rather a view different from that
taken by many members opposite. It says-

Matters are moving slowly in the sandal-
wood industry, so far as the proposed new
conditions that are to operate if a tender
is accepted, and a monopoly granted to
one firm, is concerned. That the Govern-
meat will carry out their declared inten-
tion to accept a suitable tender seems to
be the general belief here, notwithstanding
the opposition that has been raised against
the proposal, though definite information
on the subject is very meagre. It is un-
derstood that they are determined to alloW
only those to whom permits have been
granted to pull sandalwood, and if the
proposed tender is accepted unauthorised
pullers will be in danger of immediate pro-
secutiun and the confiscation of their -wood.
At present an effort is being made to dis-
cover the ''delivery of sandalwood" capa-
city of the various getters engaged in the
industry, and for this purpose forms have
been printed and are available and being
circulated in which getters are asked
to solemnly and sincerely declare quantities
of sandalwood they have obtained both
from private property and Crown lands
each month since JTuly, 1921; the siding at
which it was loaded, where it was con-
signed, and the price obtained on trucks,
IFremantle, including royalty. Also, they
are required to state the number of their
last sandalwood license, where and by
whom it was issued, and for what period;
the number of persons employed by them
in obtaining, removing, cleaning and load-
ing sandalwood; in what capacity, and
their nationality; together with Wrhether
such persons were licensed or not. In -ad-
dition getters are required to supply infor-
mation in connection with their plant, such
as vehicles and stock, the amount of san-
dalwood in their possession at the present
time, both cleaned and uncleaned; and,
furthermore, are asked to give an estimate
of the orders they will -require in tons of
sandalwood to maintain their present em-
ployees and existing plant for the next 12

months; where they will undertake to
make delivery, and how many tons each
month, and to indicate the site of their
operations. The requirements of those
particulars would seem to suggest that a
tender will be accepted. There is no gain-
saying the fact that there is some argu-
ment in favour of the acceptance of a
tender, though we believe that the weight
of argument is undoubtedly against it. In
view of what can be said against it, and
the opposition to the proposal that has
been plainly manifested, it will beh6ve the
Government to see that the tender accepted
will possess such virtue as will justify their
action in accepting it. The effort of the
department to get an estimate of the orders
in tons of sandalwood required to keep
getters going in full for the next 12 months
seems to he an earnest of their desire to
keep those now in the industry fully em-
ployed for that period at any rate. it
also appears to indicate that so far as the
getting of the wood is concerned the Gov-
ernment will contrive to prevent the evils
usually associated with monopolistic enter-
prises from manifesting themselves.
Mr. Teesdale: A very reasonable state-

ment.
Mr. M ANN: It is dated the 28th Septem-

ber last.
'Mr. Munsie: They usually write reasonable

stuff.
Mr. MANN: The "Worker" was satisfied

that the Government were doing the right
thing.

Mr. Munsie:- Not at all.
Mr. Hughes: Who contributed that to the

''Worker''?
Mr. Teesdale: There is only one man who

could write like that; the editor.
Mr. Corboy: It must have come from our

Claremniot shareholder.
Mr. MAISN: The only effective method of

control against a combined buying agent is
a combined selling -agent, -and the only wvay
to meet the position and to control buyers in
China is to control the sales there. Af ter
makting all inquiries I ea satisfied that if we
do not control the selling we shall remain in
the same state of chaos as we are in to-day.
For that reason I oppose the motion and
support the Government.

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [8.71: I would
not have risen but for the statement of the
membher for Perth ("Mr. Mann) that we on
this side of the House are trying to place
this business in the hands of Chinese mer-
chants. That insinuation should have been
withdrawn. He said we were trying to sacri-
fice the sandalwood industry for the benefit
of Chinese speculators and financiers.

Hon. P. Collier: A monstrous statement.
Mr. Mann: That is what it means.
Hon. P. Collier: Nothing of the kind.
Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member is evi-

den tly more in the confidence of the Chinese
commercial world than we are on this side
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of the House. We would not be able to get
a. balance sheet or a profit and loss account
of the illustrious firm he speaks of. He
seems to know what is going on there. If the
Government go on with the contract and ac-
cept the highest tenderer, Rector will be the
successful mna

Mr. Mfann: Would you approve of his
getting it when you know now who he is?

Mry. HUGHES: If I had to choose between
John Hector and Paterson, I would have to
consider whichi Chinaman 1 would support.

MAr. MAfini You aye not Justified in saying
that.

Air. Corboy: Were you justified in your
remarks?

Mr. McCallum: He is as fully justified as
you -were.

Mr. Mann: Look at the list of shareholders.
'Mr. SPEAKER: Members must keep order.
Air. HUGHES: We know that three years

ago Paterson had a lot of Chinese share-
holders in his company.

Hon. P. Collier: Hear, hearl
Mr. HUGHES: The suhsidiary company,

with a capital of £3,000 is only an ott-shoot
of the original Paterson Company, formed
with a view to getting the contract. If I
have anything to do with it neither Paterson
nor Hector will get this contract.

'Mr. Corboy: Hear, bear!
Mir. HUGHES: I am opposed to giving a

mionopoly to anyone. The membei for Perth
slings at the Opposition the statement that
they are representing the claims of a Chinese
firm. We can hurl the insination back in
his teeth. The very people lhe wants to give
the contract to have a lot of Chinese on their
list of shareholders. If he votes against the
motion he w.ill be giving a monopoly to Ohini-
ese merchants. 'It remains9 to be seen whether
they arc represented by Paterson or Hector.
I gather from the balance shect he read that
the firm in question has only one year's suip-
ply of sandalwood. That is a reply to the
statement made that there is a three years'
supply in China.

Mr. Mfann: The balance sheet was for 1921.
Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member now

wants to withdraw it.
Mr. 'Mann: You want the truth.
Mr. HUGHES: Ye;, but why did not the

bon. member produce the latest balance
sheet? Hector may have been like Paterson.
He may have dissociated himself with his
Chinese confreres during the last two years.
Three years ago Paterson had Chinamnen as
members of his company.

Mr. Harrison: But. not now.
Mr. 'MeCalluin: How do you knowI
Mr. IJUGH ES: We do not know. This

off-shoot of Paterson & Co. is supposed to
handle a quarter of a million pounds
worth of wood with a capital of £3.000.
I inonder if there is anything iii their
Articles of Association prahlibiting Chinese
from contributing funds to the comn-
pain-. The member for Perth says
that Hector represents Chinese. The balance'
sheet he produced was 2 f years old. He
should have tried to find oat who Hector is

representing to-day. He happened, however,
to get a balance slheet from a Chinese club,
into which he has the entree, and to get that
interpreted. Whom does Hector represent
now?3

Mr. Pickering: Perhaps you will tell us.
Ma-'. IHUGHES: 1 neither knowr nor

care. I do not knowv who is financing
Paterson & Co., neither do I care. Two
years ago MrA. Hector represented Chinese;
three y'ears ago, we know, the firm of Pater-
son & Co. consisted of a. lot of Chiuese
shareholders. On that ground alone, it is
fifty-fifty as between these two gentlemen.
The member for Perth (M.Nr. MNann) said that
ho did not want the sandalwood monopoly to
go to China for the benefit of the Chinese.
It Was unfair of the hon. member to pro-
duce a statement that was two years old.
The House does not want information as old
as that. If we want information about a6
gentleman in Fremantle, it is the duty of the
hon. member who sets out to supply that in-
formation to give details thiat are right up
to date. The man in question may have dis-
sociated himself alt ogether from the Chinese
since that date. The member for Perth de-
sired the balance sheet to he taken in good
faith when it was in his favour, but when it
was at variance with a statement made by the
Mfiuisterj he drew attention very promptly to
the age of the document.

The Minister to Mines: It makes no refer-
ence to that statement.

Mr. HUGHES: The Mlinister said there
were three years' stocks in China. Here is
some information showing that one firm had
only one year's stocks on hand.

The Minister for Mines:. One swallow does
not make a summerl

Mr. LITIGHES: It shows that, to that ex-
U-ni, the statement by the Mfinister was wrong.
Of course, I do not say that the Mfinister's
statement was incorrect, because the balance
sheet containing the statement I referred to
was two years old.

Mr. Harrison: That is no proof at all.
one firm did not control the stocks of other
f i n s.

Mr. HUGHES: The hion. member knows
that no business can afford to overstock. If
a firm carries stocks sufficient for three or
four years, tying up, so much dead money,
the result will be the Bankruptcy Court.

Mr. Pickering: It all depends on what the-
stocks are.-

Mr. Harrison: In any case, the statement
does not carry any proof at all.

Mr. HITCHES: One firm lost 23,000 dol-
la rs.

Mfr. Harrison: That proves nothing.
'Mr. HUGHES: It demonstrates that busi-

ness men work along well-defined lines, and
endeavour to avoid carrying heavy stocks.
This particular firm handled only a certain
amount of sandalwood per annuml.

Mr. Pickering: If they have made a profit
out of it, what is there to complain about?

Mr. HUGHES: But this firm lost 23,000
dollars, according to the statentent of the
member for Perth-I hope hie has translated
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the Chinese document correctly-despite the
fact that they had only one year's supplies on
hand. It nould showv that the firm were
turning over a similar quantity each year,
and that demonstrates that that particular
firm, at any rate, were not carrying unrea-
sonable stocks. As to the sandalwood mon-
opoly question, it seen's to me a most ex-
traordinary yroposition. We have the state-
nment of the MNinister that there are three
years' supplies in China.

Mr. Harrison: That statement was made
in -1921 and referred to stocks in 1021.

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister made the
statement again to-dlay. I spoke about the
statement made by the member for Perth, and
when it was shown to conflict with the asser-
tion by the Minister, the member for Perth
quickly pointed out that the statement was
two years old.

Mr. Harrison: That is too thin.
Mr-. HUGH ES.- The boa. member is right.

The member for Perth did not stress the
fact that the report was two years old when
he spoke first.

Mr. Mann: I read the date out at once.
Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member did not

bring it forcibly under the notice of the
House. It was only when it was turned
again~st him that he emphasised the fact that
the balance sheet was two years old. Owing
to the supplies of sandalwood on hand in
China, we were told that there would be no
sales for three years. The firm securing the
monopoly, we were told, would have to buy
5,000 tons of sandalwood for three years be-
fore they could sell a stick.

The Minister for Mines: N~o one acid any-
thing of the sort.

Mr. HITCHES: How many times has the
Minister stated there were three years' sup-
plies in China, and if we did not grant the
monopoly there would be no sandalwood paid
for ?

The Minister for Mines: I did not say
three years.

Mr. HUGHES: What did you say?
The Minister for Mines: I said anything

from one to two years.
Mr. RHUGHES: I recollect the 3Minister say-

ing distinctly three years,
T'-r. Minister for Mines-. I did not. I said

anything from one to two years.
Mr. HUGHES: I remember the Minister

saying this afternoon four years.
The Minister for 'Mines: You are wrong.
M.\r. HUGHES: You did say that. You

said that there were three years' supplies
held in China and that unless the monopoly
were granted, there would be no purchases,
from the sandalwood getters owing to the
three years' supplies heing held in China.
I listened carefully to the points made by
the Minister and that was the bails of his
argument in favour of the monopoly. He
Said that it was necessary to give the mon-
opoly so that the firm could purchase 5,000
tons of sandalwood per annum, hut because
of the stocks in China they would not sell
stocks for five years.

The 'Minister for M.%ines: No one said that.

Mr. HITCHE-S: And if they are to buy
.5,000 tons per annum the firm securing the
monopoly will require a capital of £210,000.

The Minister for Mfines: No one suggested

th. UGE:You said that definitely.
The 'Minister for Mines: I did not.
Mr. HUGHES: Well, I wi -U take two Years.
Mr. Teesdale: You will take anything.
Mr. RUCHES: If the transaction covers

the period of two years, the firm will require
£E140,000 to buy sandalwood, at the rate of
£14 per ton.

The Minister for Mines: No one said they
would not he able to sell for two years.

Mr. HUGHES: If the Chinanman can pur-
chase sandalwood within one or two years,
what is the necessity for granting a monopoly
for a period of five years?

The Minister for Mines: I explained that,
buit YOU do not Understand.

Mr. RUGHES: If the firm will have to
buy sandalwood for two years without selling
any of it to China, they will require to hare
a capital of £140,000. The company must in-
vest that amount, and have it tied up on the
F'reman t~e wharf in the interim. The corn-
p~any that can afford to do that have sub-
scrihed capital amnounting to £E3,000 only.
I'n other words,. the company that will get
the contract involving the £,140,000 of
dlead money have only £E3,000 to safeguardI
the contract. Where will the firm get the
balance from? Can the member for Perth
give the House an assurance that the extra
money wilL not comne from Chinese merchants V

Mr. Pickering: There is plenty of money
available for that without going to China.

Mr. HUGHES: Can the hon. member give
an assurance that there will be no Chinese
mnoney invested V

Mr. Pickering: There wvill be plenty ol
trade for it.

Mr. HU7GHES:. Now we hear that there
will be plenty of trade!I We were given to
understand that the reason for the monopoly
was that there would be no trade for three
ye a rs. Now the member for Sussex (Mr.
Pickering) tells us that! As soon as one
company, having secured the monopoly, gain
complete control of the buying and selling of
sandalwood, all the other companies will scrap
their machinery for buying and selling this
commnodity.- It is possible that within 12
months after the coatract has been granted
and other firms have gone out of existence,
the firm. securing the monopoly may fail to
carry out their obligations, In those circum-
stances what security will the Government
have? Only the deposit of £.1,000 to cover A
contract involving nearly £2-50,000! If
after 12 months, the company cannot
fulfil their obligations, the whole thing will
break down and the only satisfaction the
Goveranment will have will he the deposit of
£1,000. The whole thing is absurd. Ood.
knows what will happen regarding the con-
tract one the other firms arc out of busi-
ness. Once that opposition is withdrawn, the
getters will be in the hands of one firm, who
can fail for the small sumn of £C1,000! It
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would almost pay the firm secuaring the mono-
poly to run for five or six months and then
fail to complete the contract and pay the
thousand pounds as forfeit. The sandalwood
getters would then be entirely at the firm 's
mercy. We are told by the MNinister that the
iPinese should be compelled to pay a fair
price for the sandalwood.

The 'Minister for Mines: I did not say
that,

M,%r. HUGHES: T took a note of it.
The Minister for Mines: I said that the

highest possible price to the last penny would
be extracted.

Mfr. HUGHES: Then what is the differ-
ence?

The M1inister for Mines: That is wha~t I
said.

Mr. HUGHES: And for whom. is that
highest possible price?

The "Minister for Mines: For the State.
Mr. HUGHES: You dlid not saty that.
The "Minister for Mines:, Yes, I did.
Mr. nuornns: There is a little para-

graph in a book T have that strikes rae as
applicable to the Minister. I refer to what
Queen Elizabeth said.

The 'Minister for Mines: You hare a long
memory.

Mr. HUGHES: She used the same argu-
meat that the Minister presen1ted. to the
House.

The Mfinister for Mines: Who found that
extract for you?

Mr. HUGHES: Under similar circum-
stances Queen Elizabeth--

The Mfinister for Mines: Wlhat, did she
sell sandalwood, tool

Mr. HUGHES: When callenged regarding
her monopolies, Queen Elizabeth said-

Never since I was a Queen, did I .put
my pelt to any grant hut upon pretest and
semblance made to me that it was both
good and beneficial to the subjects in gen-
eral, though a private profit to some Of m7y
ancient servants who have deserved well.
Never thought wats checrished in my heart
that tended not to my people's good.

The historian 20 years hence will be able to
write that paragraph of the Minister.

The MAinister for Mines: He will never
write one of you.

Mr. H11UCHES: There would not be the
spicy incidents in my career, I hope, that
there have been in the Minister's. The Min-
ister, like Queen Elizabeth, never wants to
get a monopoly save for the good of the
people.

The Minister for Mines: I cannot stand
flattery like that.

Mr. HUGHRES: I admit that Queen Eliza-
beth was quite a lot of things that the Mlin-
ister can never he-

The Minister for Mfines: I am glad to have
that admission.

MNf HUGHES: When the 'Minister's pro-
posed monopoly was challenged, he said it
was for the benefit of the worn-out miner.
He did not go so far as did Queen Elizabeth;

lie ilid not 'admit that some of the faithful
servants might get a little profit.

The Minister for Mines: If you are not
careful, she wvill hear you and make mte a
privy counecillor.

Mr HUGHES: I wonder if next session
there will be a proposal to give one person a
monopoly to buy anld sell motor ears in WVest-
era Australia.

The 'Minister for MUies: Or to run sweeps.
'Mr. HUG IES: That would be a sensible

proposition. The Government are protecting
the sandalwod getter to the extent of £l,000
on a contract of £E250,000. That is the only
obligation to lie imposed upon the firm to
follfil their contract. If the Government -wish
to get the lost possible penny out of the ia-
dustry, why hland over the bosiness to a pri-
vate firm? No one is so foolish as to think
that they are not going to make a handsome
profit. It has not been contended tha 't they
are actuated by philanthropic mtives. No one
suggests that Paterson & Co. are going to
expend £2-50,000 merely to give the sandal-
wood getter a high Iorice.

Mr. Pickering: That will be one of the re-
sUtils.

Mr. HUGHES: 'While the getter will re-
ceive a higher price, the firm will make an
enormous fortune. They are shrewd business
men and know they will reap a bandsbme re-
tun.

Mr. Mann: Do you mind saying also that
the State will get increased revenue?

M1r. ]HUGHES: That is so. The difference
between the price received and the Oaymcnt
to the getter plus the royalty will go to Pat-
erson & Co.

M%1r' 'Mann. Anid to the State.
Mr. HU1LGHEES: That interjection shows

that the lion, member's Chinese investigations
have not been carried very far. Paterson &
C2o. were so keen on giving the State some
revenue that during the war period they trans-
ferred their business to China so that they
would not have to pay war taxation. They
arranged to show a small margin of profit
here while enormous profits were shown as
having been made in China, where they were
not liable to taxation. Yet the boa, member
says we arc going to get revenue out of those
people. Does he imagine that they will not
have a selling agent ia Hong Kong9 They
will do as they did in the past. In order not
to pay more to our revenue than they can
help, they will arrange to show their profits
as having been ade in China.

Mr. Pic'kering: Where did you get your
information?

Mr. HU'GHES. From a reliable source.
Mr. Pickering: What is thme source?
Mr. HUGHES: A better one than that

from which the boll. member gets most of his.
Three years ago Paterson & Co. were big
shareholders in Gillam. & Co. of Hong 'Kong.
In order to evade payment of income tax
and super tax in this State, they transferred
the bulk of their trade to China.

Mr. Pickering: Have you inside knowledge
of the Taxation Department!
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Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member knows
I have not; no one has..

Mr. Teesdnle: You have a6 lot of inside
knowledge of sandalwood.

Mr, HUGHES: If the Government wish
to ensure a good price to the getter and ob-
tain a good revenue for the State, why not
make it a State monopoly?

Mr. Mann: Another State trading concern!
M,%r. HUGHES: The hon. member sub-

reribes to State trading. Ice sits behind the
Government who are carrying on a number of
trading concerns,

Mr. Pickering: They did not start them.
M r. HUGHES: They are carrying them on.
The Minister for Mines: This is one I

would not have anything to do with.
)&r. HUGHES:. The successful tenderer ex-

pects to make a handsome profit.
The Minister for Mines: I suppose he does,

but I am not dlear that he will. We wvill
make a fair profit.

Mr, HUGHES: We should get more.
The Minister for Mines: If we get half a

million in five years, we shall not he doing
badly.

Mr. HUGHES: Half a million!' We should
get a million. The State could have under-
taken the whole of the business, paid the
cutter a proper price and marketed the san-
dalwood in China.

Mr. Pickering: Does your experience of
State trading lead you to that conviction?

Mr. HUGHES:, When administered sym-
pathetically, State trading concerns are all
right. There are more paying than losing
trading concerns in this State.

M~r. Pickering: Name them.
Mfr. HUGHES: If the hon. member studies

the financial statements of tie losing con-
crns, he will find a very good reason for
their losing.

Mr. Pickering: And the rest are making
profits at the people's expense.

Mr. HUGHES: We have complete control
of the sandalwood industry. Mr. Paterson
is not going to do the marketing; he
is going to employ someone else. Why
could not the Government have done
the same? If the Government were afraid
to carry on the industry, they could appoint
a seling agent on a commission in China.
The better the price obtained, the more rev-
enue the Government would gtet. Instead of
giving one individlual the benefit of this in-
dustry, the advantage would accre to the
State. It is monstrous for the Goverament
to provide that only one firm shall trade in
this commodity. They are going back to the
sixteenth century, when the whole question
of n'onopolies was fought out. The House
of Commons fought the Stuarts, not the
Stewart that ieigns on the sandalwood throne
at present, but the Stuarts who reigned on
the British throne. The people had to fight
the monopolies; the question affected the
very basis of their liberties. When Parlia-
ment got it laid down definitely that no
monopolies were to be given, it was regarded

kas a signal victory for and a step towards
the emancipation of the people. Yet the
Government in Western Australia wish to
hark back 223 years to that state of affairs.
There is nothing in the Constitution empower-
ing the Government to grant this monopoly,
and where our Constitution is silent, the pro-
cedure of the House of Commons must be
followed. We shall be exceeding our au-
thority if we permit this monopoly, and I
dare say the people interested will test the
point in the High Court. The Government
have no power to re-enact a prerogative that
was abolished over 200 years ago. If we are
to have a sandalwood monopoly, why not a
gold monoply and a wheat monopoly?

Mr. Pickering: Only one country will take
sandalwood, but the world will take gold.

Mr. HUGHES: We produce a large per-
centage of the world 's gold supply? Why
not place that in the hands of one firm? It
4vould be jest as reasonable to do so. Why
not extend the principle till we revert entirely
to the conditions that prevailed in the time
of the Stuarts, when all commodities were in
the hands of monopolists? If Parliament does
not pass the motion, we shall be taking a
retrograde step. It will react detrimentally
on the State generally. Though it may mean.
a temporary advantage to the cutters, still,
if we are not careful they will ultimately be
left high sa dry. If the price of sandal-
wood becomes too high, the Chinaman may
modify his religion, as Christians have dons
from time to time in order to meet changing
circumstances. At one time a Christian could
not accept interest.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot
discuss Christianity under this motion.

Mr. HUGHES: I submit, Sir, that the
motion is inseparably bound up with religion,
because the Chin aman cannot go to Heaven
without sandalwood.

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion does not say
anything about that.

Mr. HUGHES: If the price of sandal-
wood is fixed too high, the Chinaman may
burn Rome other incense in his temple. if
the trade should collaps~e owing to the mono-
poly, what will the Government have to fall
back upon? Merely a guarantee of £;1,000.
The whole position is absurd. If a monopoly
is to bn tried, let it be tried by the State.
Let the State find £E200,000 for the purpose.
If there is such a certain and such a hand-
some return, the State will have no difficulty
in floating a loan towards that cud, and thus
secure the whole of the profit instead of its
being divided hetiveen the State, the cutters,
and the exporter. I hope the House will carry
the Motion.

Question, as amended, put and a division
taken with the following result:-

Ayes . . . . . 20
Noes -- - .21

'Majority against I
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AYRs
Mr. Angwio Mr. Marsh
Mr. Cbesson Mr. Siecel
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Mulis:
Mr. Collier Mr. Muasl
Mr. Cunningbam Mr. J. H.

Mr. Gibson Mr. Tray
Mr. Heron Mr. Walks
Mr. Hughes Mr. Wilmao
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wilsan
Mr. buea Mr. Corboy

Noss.
Mir. Angelo Mr. Money
Mr. Carter Mr. Picker
Mrs. Cowan 'Mr. Riobsi
M r. Daviles Mr. Samps
Mr. Denton Mr. Seaddo
Mr. Duraek M r, Stubbs
Mr. Harrison Mr. Tesl
Mdr. C. C. Maley Mr. 3. Th(
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. Under'
Mr. Mann Mr. Pies
Sir James Mitchell

Question, as amended, thus negi

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 192

In Committee of LuPPI.

Resumed from the 9th October; I
in the Chair.

Department of Mines, Forests,
(Hfon. 3. Seaddan, Minister).

Vote--Forests, E15,291:

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex)[
reference to the report of the Pore
meat for last year discloses a gre
interesting matter. We may cc
ourselves upon. the progress that t
wnent has made so far. The figures
ats regards departmental work in
with the reforestntion fund, the
in favour of departmental work.
rather an important factor, bee~
absolutely essential, if reauforesta
be carried out, that funds should
able. As the years go by and tl
forests available for exploitation
the amount of revenue accruing
forests will be a diminishing fact
fore, unless immediate steps nre
the permanent dedication of fore
we shall find ourselves in the posit
ig to draw on Consolidated R~
fuuds to carry on forestry work
partment's report opens with the
paragraph on forest reservation:-

It is most disappointing to I
port that no further action has
by the Government towards the
of prime jarrab forest couatr2
forest. The recent Royal Corn
Forestry, referring to the det
State forests, stated in their rep
deuce shows that there is no
this approval should be withbel

necessary plans covered by the joint recoin-
all mneadations of the Surveyor General and
luau the Conservator of Forests for the deduct.
IF tion of some 2,000,000 acres of jarrah
* country as State forest, and 458,000 acres

Smithas timber reserves, were submitted to the
boo. Premier in 1921.

r I took an opportunity previously of refer-
ring to this matter, but it is my bouindea
duty to emphasise the -absolute necessity

(roler.) for the early dedication of the area.
the -Mintister (Ron. J. Seziddan), in deal.
ing With the subject on another motion, said
that the Prenier was prepared to dedicate

jog as soon as he was satisfied. It seems to me
r~son that the Premnier shonld be satisfied, seeing
oil that representatives of both the Lands and

in the Forests Departments have formally agreed
upon a certain area, wfivch could be jot-

ale mnediately dedicated. T have been requested
>inson by the Forestry League of Western Australia
wood to elnpllasise this point, and in behalf of aa

independeut organisation, and also as a memi-
(Tell-,~ her of tis Assembly, I. consider that I am

right in drawing attention to the absolute
tived. and pressing necessity for the dedication of a

forest area. I hope the Premier will shortly
satisfy himself as t6 the justice of the con-

3-24. elusioni arrived at by the two departments.
Another miost interesting phase of the report
deals with afforestat ion. On comparison with

fr. Stubbs the costs of reforestation in the other States,
it appears that our department are doing

sod Police fairly well. It may be interesting to members
to know the results of reforestation of pines
insignis in South Australia. There it was
shown that the nuniher of superficial feet

8.54]:- A. produced per acre was in the neighbour-hood
its Depart- of 100.000. That was after a period of fromn
at deal of 30 to 35i years' growth. The tinmber was sold
agratulate for JOS. 3d. per 200 super feet, standing.
hie depart- This price yields sit approximate return of
show that £2250 per acre, on. a growth of 30 to 35 years;
connection and the net profit per acre to the State is
halanee is somiething like £200. I have no reason at all

This in to doubt the correctness of the figures. They
ause it is weern given by M1r. Cill, the South Australian
ltion is to Conservator of Forests, to the Forestry Con-
Ibe avail- ference held at Brisbane a little over 12

he area of mionths ago, and they were closely investi-
decreases 'gated by the members of that conference, who
from the ultimately were quite satisfied of their ac-

or. There- curacy, Sorely it would be a wise thing for
taken for this State to utilise as speedily as possible

st country, its suitable lands for this purpose. The New
ion of bar- Zealand Conservator of 1'orests states that lie
avenue for hopes during the period of the first rotation,

The de- which means f rom 30 to 40 years, to get from
floig the afforestation of pine a return equivalent
floig to the amount of the national debt. If it is

possible to do these things in N1ew Zealand
tave to re- andi South Australia, and, I may add, in Vie-
been taken torias where profits of a like nature have ai.
dedication ready been won at Mt. 'Macedon and else-
ras State where, surely it is advisable for 'Westerni Aus-
mission On tralia to eater upon an active policy in this
ication of regard. As the result of inquiry from the
ort: rsvij Forests Departnent I find tbat the results of
reason. why experiment with the planting of pinus pines-
d. " The for on the poorer sand coun&t of this State,
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which at present is being utilised only for the
production of banksia, are very goad, thoughl
it is true that tine results fronm afforestation
with pinus insignus have not been so good.
Experiments with pines piwster in France and
other countries have shown the timber to be
very valuable. Our local experiments have
taken place, I understand, within about 15
miles of Perth. The advantage of utilising
land in juxtaposition to tho city for refores-
tation purposes is that in the course of the
development of a pine forest it becomes neces-
sary to thin out the trees, and by growing
these forests close to the city all the timber
thinned out can be utilised at a profit. In
view of the experience of France and Ger-
many, where these pines have been largely
cultivated, it would be wvise for our depart-
went to expend everything possible in de-
monstrating what can be done in this direc-
tion in Western Australia. It is knowvn that
ire have had losses over reforestation, hut
the losses have been mainly due to the work
being undertaken by men of no special train-
ing. Forestry needs training and experience.
At present we have a pretty highly qualified
staff, and the new plantations are undertaken
with all the advantage of special knowledge.
Tine experience thie State gained by its mis-
takes in the past is a good guide for our fut-
ure undertakings. I have frequently pointed
out the scarcity of some of our valuable tim-
bers, morn particularly the sheonlc and the
river banlisia. In only one instance to my
knowledge does the sheoak grow under fores-
try conditions. As for river banksia, it grows
Only ini forests along river courses. We can-
not hope to conserve these particular tim-
bers unless we go in for a definite fire pro-
tection scheme. Until we are able to ex-
tend our fire protection, the production or
these timbers will be futile. I hope therefore
that our fire protectioa system will be ex-
tended. I congratulate the department on
their display in our Department of Indus-
tries during the past few weeks. Anyone who
visits that exhibition must be satisfied that
our timbers can be put to purposes nch
higher than those for which they are at pre-
sent utilised. In that exhibition I was much
struck with the wonderful exhibit of wandoo
Anyone who has seen that timber as treated
and exhibited by the department will agree-
that in itself it warrants a special visit to
the exhibition room. It is a wonderful tim-
ber, lending itself to the highest purposes. It
is necessary that we should do what we can
for the establishment of a forest products
laboratory. That could be brought about by
using the services of our University profes-
sors. In this they should act in co-operation
with the Forestry Deportment. As the Uni-
versity is free, it has ino funids to devote to
this class of work, and so it will be necessary
that the Government or the department allo-
cate sufficient money to cover the cost of the
laboratory. The Minister for Forests on a
previous occasion stressed the value and im-
portance of a forest products laboratory, and
I trust the valuable services of our professors

[43]

in the University will be availed of to the
end I have suggested. I draw attention to
page 9, Svetion 0 ''Sales of tuart,'' in the
department's annual report. A good deal has
been said in. the House about the use of the
mill at Wounerup for the treatment of tuart.
I see in this report that a revenue of £3,076
was obtained from the mill's output of tuart
and ivandoo over a period of six months. It
was thought this mill could not be made to
pay-, but I am satisfied the mill would ho
profitable if it had as an adjunct a turnery
works for the treatment of timber at present
unsaleable. 'Many of our timbers lend them-
selves well to turning purposes. lam sure, if
a turnery were established in conjunction
with our tuart mill, all the timber at present
wasted would be profitably utilised. When
we have at timber indigenous to Western A-us-
tralin and limited in quantity, it behoves us
to use it to the best and fullest extent. I
impress on the House the urgency for an im-
mediate dedication of our forests. I congratu-
late the ''Western Mail" on its outlook on
forestry. Last week's issue contained a page
by Mr, Ben Strange illustrating the foolish
manner in 'which the State is treating its
forests. I hope that even by that form of
advertisement it may be brought home to the
people how necessary it is they should take
this matter seriously. The department has
done good work during the past year, showing
that the new Conservator is carrying out his
duties very efficiently. We ought to congratu-
late ourselves upon having so enthusiastic a
young officer at the head of the department.
I hope the new year entered upon will not
reach its coniclusion before the Preier de-
cides to dedicate the area. mutually recoin-
miended by the two departments that have
true knowledge of the timber country suit-
able for forestry purposes. It is difficult to
bring home to the people the vital necessity
for conserving our forests. Our per capita con-
sumption of timber is increasing, while the
timber itself is decreasing. From all over
the world we are getting nothing but warn-
ings of the urgent necessity for conserving&
the forests, for reforestating vacant placea,
and for the care, not only of our own in-
terests, but of the interests of posterity.

Vote put and passed.

Vot--Police, C 179,,489:

Mr. MARSHALL ('Morchison) 19.101:- 1
have a litle to say on this vote, chiefly in re-
spect of traffic control and the attitude of
certain members of the police force towards
tine recent trouble in North Perth. First of
all I wish to confirm the report of the Com-
missioner upon the housing of the traffic staff.
One has only to call upon the Chief Inspector
of Tmafii in his office to understand the re-
marks of the Commissioner. One cannot
-speak too strongly of the premises in which
the traffic inspectors have to carry on their
work. To reach the office one has to pass all
the stables and urinals and other unseemly
spots. The staff is housed in ant old chaff
or harness store, anything but sweet to the
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nostrils. There is in the Estimates nothing
to provide f or the erection of a decent build-
ing in a wore suitable spot. It is not fair to
ask the traffic officers to work under such
conditions, and I hope that in next year's Es-
timates suitable provision will be made, not
only for thle housing of thle traffiui staff, but
for the putting into operation of the Weights
and Measures Act. Although passed many
years ago, that Act has not yet been brought
into effect, the reason being that there is no
suitable building in which officers adniinis-
tering that Act can be housed, The Folice
Department contributes to Consolidated Rev-
enue sonie £E5,000 annlually, which inl itself
ought to ensure themn suitable buildings. I
would draw attention to the speed of motor
ears and their rapid increase in the city.
In 1921 there were registered in the metro-
politn area 792 motor cycleso and 1,900 ears.
In 1923 there were 1,000 motor cycles and
2,380 cars. Motor lorries numibered 41

in 121,0,7in 1922 and 45 in .1923.
These figures give some idea of the
increased work devolving npon the Traffic,
Department. As one who has paid the pen-
alty for the right of mnotorists to drive
so recklessly as to cause grief to other people,
I maintain that wore stringent regulations
should be enforced. In 1922 one person was
killed and 00 persons wero injured by motor
propelled machines in the umetropoltan area,
while in 1923 the casualties were 12 killed
and 181 injured. These figures should im-
press members with the necessity for adopt-
ig more stringent laws. I do not blame the
police for the prevalence of reckless driving
by motorists. I blame the magistrates and
thle justices who inflict fines of only a few
shillings for grave breaches of the regula-
tions, as a result of which the police become
disheartened. I had an interview with 'Chief
Inspector Smith, who asserted that the exist-
ing law was satisfactory, but I do not see
how any improvement can be effected until a
speed limit is imposed. Varying speeds could
be provided in accordance with distance from
the town hall. I wish to rend the report of a
prosecution at Fremantle. It states-

Dangerous motor driving-Details of
the reckless manner in whichl a motorist
drove a car and endangered the lives of
pedestrians were told in thec Fremantle
Police Court yesterday when Frank Baden-
Powell (23), a dentist of York, was pro-
ceeded against, in his absence, on a charge
of having on September 27th driven past
a stationary tram when persons were board-
ing the tramn, and while proceeding in the
same direction as the tram. Messrs. P.
Instone, and JaR. Shepherd, J 's.P., were
on the bench. Prosecuting Seygeant Cs-
sidy stated that defendant had endorsed the
summons with tlhe plea of guilty. The facts
related in the court were that the defend-
ant turned the intersection of Hrgph and
"Market-streets at a speed between 15 and
20 miles an hour. A nnmber of persons
were on the road and were preparing to
board a stationary tram.

Thle CHAIRMAN: What has that to do
with the Estimates?

Mr. MAXRSHALL: The police are adiniis-
tering the Traffic Act and, unless thle regula-
tions are made more stringent, it Will be
waste of money to continue to pay men to
regulate the traffic.

The CHAIRMAN: Thle police, in proscut-
lag offenders, have done their duty.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: But a man guilty of
such an offence should not he let ot sio
lightly.

Thu CI AIfltAN: That is a matter affect-
log the magistrate atid, not the Police Do-
partoicut.

M14r. -MARSHALL: It is hopeless to at-
tempt to protect life when set-h ridiculous
penalties are imposed. Tha report con-
tilaes-

One woman was struck by portlon of
the mnotor, her hat being knocked on to thle
roadway, and another was brushed boy the
side of the motor. Tramway men and
others f-ailed out to the defendant, who did
not stop the car, and had not several by-
standers noted the identification number of
the car, the defendant would not have
been traced to York.
Thle CHAIR'MAN: An accident of that

kind has nothing to do with these Estimates.
Mr. MARSHALL: As the police administer

the Traltie Act, I think I am entitled to dis-
cuss the results of their activities. That man
was finled a paltry £2.

The CHAIRMAN: The police have nothing
to do with the fines.

Mr. MIARSHALL: The number of acci-
dents is increasing rapidly year by year
and the police should be given renter powers.

Hon. 'A. C. Angn-in: The cost of prosecut-
inig is included in these Estimates.

Mr. NARSHALL: Then I1 am entitled to
continue my remarks.

The CHfTAIAN: The hon. member
must not discuss what happens on the bench.
The police do their duty in bringing offend-
ers before the court, and I cannot connect
their action with the point you are raising.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: On a point Of Order,
tine hon. member is showing the effect of the
action of 'he police, for whom provision is
made on these Estimates.

The CHAIRMAN: He is pointing out the
inadequacy of a fine imposed by a magis-
trate.

Ron. W. C. Aagwia:- He is pointing ont
that we shall be wasting money if we pass
these Estimates and get no better results.

The CHAIRMAN: Go on.
Mr. MARSHALL: That is one of many

cases I could quota. It is time something
was done. While many motorists are careful,
many openly defy the police. This is appar-
ent every day in Perth. Mlotorists can be
seen driving quite recklessly at 45 to 60 miles
an hour, and yet the police are powerless to
take action under the existing law. Last year
I suggested a speed limit of five or six miles
within half a mite of the town hall, the
speed to be increased according to distance
from the town hall. I1 now wish to refer to
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the trouble at Stone 's box factory, North
Perth. I asked questions, bitt received no
answer.

The Minister for Mlines: You will not get
it from me, either.

Mr. \IARSHALL:- I know the facts of the
ease, and I know that Chief Inspector Me-
Keuna has no reason to be proud of himself.
f do not wish to reflect upon members of
the force generally, but Inspector 'McKenna
piroved to be, not a law administrator, but a
law breaker. I shall prove it. He should no
longcer hold his present position.

The Minister for Mines: He has held it
for 50 years.

Mr. MARSHALL: It iS time he retired.
The whole procedure in connection with the
ease was irregular. The police could hare
taken the name of the little girls, instead of
dragging them away from their mother's
breast, handcuffing them and sending them
to gaol.

The Minister for Mines: Would not a
rattle have induced them to follow the
police!

Mr. MARSHALL: They Were SG Young
that a rattle would have served the purpose,
but the police adopted a Huanish method, in
order to show their authority. Inspector
McKenna instructed the police to arrest these
little girls on certain premises. The lady,
who lived in the house, said they could not
eater the premises without a warrant, but
the inspector said, "I am Inspector Me-
Kenna," and that his word was as good as
a warrant. That was untrue and was unlaw-
ful. He used his uniform and position to
break the law. The constables had to obey
his orders, or they Would have fallen foul of
himn. He knekv that if they went in ho
would not be held responsible. I thought
better of him.

M r. Pickering: He has fallen from grace.
Mr. MARSHALL: Like the hon. member.

I understand the police wanted a little black-
headed girl who was supposed to be on the
premises. After a good deal of persuasion,
the lady said one of the police could look
through the premises and see if she was there.
He did so, and reported his failure to In-
spector McKenna, who said. "Go back and
get them; we must have them." He re-
ferred to seven little girls who had been
putting up a fight to get a wage slightly
in excess of los. a week front one of the
worst sweaters in the State.

The Minister for Mines: What -about the
police going into the factory without a. war-
rant

Mr. MARSHALL: The inspector would
probably not have allowed that. It was his
duty to tell the constables that they could
not go into the house without a warrant. He
could have got the names of the girls in the
ordinary way. This would have been the
more manly course. Apparently, however, he
desired to subject these little children to a
great deal of unnecessary publicity, and also
to show whet be could do. The attitude of

the police in some directions was an insult
to the laws of the land. To a little girl of
15 a constable, who said his name was Me-
Cllum, put a number of questions upon
the answers to which he built up a statement.

Mr. Angelo: The third degree.
Mr. MARSHALL: It was worse than that,

because he was examining a little girl who
should hare been at school, and not working
as a wage slave in a factory. This constable
did not warn the child that anything she said
would be used in evidence against her, and
the mother did not know enough to Warn her.
The constable said, amongst other things,
"Were you inside the factory when the girls
broke the machinery?"' No one knows yet
who broke it, hut he wanted the child to

- answer the question.
The Minister for Mines: Where did this

happen,
Mr. MARSHALL: Inside the girl's home.
The Minister for Mines: Did you take a

shorthand note of it?-
MnMARSHALL: I got this from the

girl. The constable also asked her, ''Were
the men smashing the machinery while yon
were inside?" This was the class of in-
criminating evidence the constable was trying
to get out of the child. Bath she and her
mother became bysterical while the examina-
tion was going on. It is unfair for a police-
man .to walk into a private dwelling, and,
without giving the recognised warning, ask
a child such questions. He read the state-
ment over to the child and commanded her
to sign it. She had no opportunity of read-
ing it herself, Of course she signed it; she
was bluffed into doing so. How courageous
these men are when they arc put to the test!
Two girls. who were supposed to be ring-
leaders in the strike, were to be arrested.
I may mention that many of these girls were
little creatures, probably torn from the
breasts of their mothers. Let me show how
courageous these mein are when dealing with
little girls. As regards the two girls who
were to be arrested, the police eventually
went to the secretary of the union and ques-
tioned him as to their whereabouts. They
were told that the girls were to be got at
Fremantle, where they were collecting on the
wharf for the strikers. Were the police hold
enough to take the train to Frenmantle and
arrest the girls in the neighbourhood of the
lumpers9 No. They were too discreet to
act where they thought they might dig up a
little trouble for themselves. They waited
until the girls returned to Perth. The tac-
tics I have described are certainly not de-
sirable. It does not speak Wvell for Parlia-
ment if we tolerate such thiags. Had this
been a case of adults, with a chance of a riot
occurring, one would not have objected to the
police using such means as were best calcu-
lated to avoid trouble and preserve peace and
quiet. However, the police arrested seven
little girls. Originally Chief Inspector Me-
Kenna wanted only one little girl with black
hair.
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Mr. Angelo: Did you say the girls were
handcuffed?

,Wr. MARSHALL:- Yes. It was THunnish.
The little girls could have been pro-
ceeded against by way of summons.
From the treatment meted out to them,
one would think these future mothers
of Western Australia were wild beasts.
(Jhiet inspector Me~euna, instead of pro-
secuting in the ordinary way, thought fit to
bring the girls in and lodge them in the lock-
up, no doubt with a view to breaking their
Spirit. Such conduct does not speak well for
a chief inspector of our forces. I do not
know that the wffair will end] there. Imn-
mediately after certain questions were asked
in this House, a police constable visited the
premises where the girls were arrested. He
sought to pave the way for the force in case
of ant inquiry being held, Hie said to the lady,
'We are thankful for your sake that you let
us in the Other night, that you did not Stop
us from coining in." I uiay add that the
old lady is still waiting for the promised
warrant; it has not yet drrived. Had. all this
been done by, or at the instance of, -an or-
dinary policemtan, I might have passed the
matter over; but that a chief inspector of -50
years' experience should act in this way is
disgraceful. We should inquire to ascertain
exactly what tactics the police adopt in order
to secure conviction. This clhild, terrified by
the presence of a policeman, might have said
anything; she might have said a great deal to
incriminate herself. I contemplate moving for
an inquiry. Independent witnesses are ready
to testify. The police should be the last to
overstep the bounds Set to their authority.
Then' are comipetent officer.- and constables,
and henuest and just inca, in the force; but
the attitude of Chief Inspector McKenna
and of two or three other officers wag moat
discreditable.

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) E9.53]: I am
compelled to say a few words on this box
factor-y trouble, but I do not intend to dlis-
cuss the actual case, because certain charges
are still sub jiidice. I do not propose,
either, to touch on that little disturb-
ance which has been miscalled. -a riot.
I believe that the vast majority of the
officers of our police force are mess who do
their duty conscientiously, and who would
sooner put a petty offender on the right track
than run him in. I believe that the majority
of the members of the force would sooner,
when finding aL person committing some small
breach of the law, draw his attention to the
fact and let hin go away, than endeavour to
build up a ease against ins. Of members of
the force whom I know personally, I can say
that they do their duty impartially, and as
well as it could be done by men obtainable
in any part of Australia. But I must draw
attention to one man in particular. I will
not say of him that he is not a good officer,
but I ala bound to say of him that the mo-
went he finds hiniself in charge of two men
and a dog, and somebody shouts out "Hear,

hear,"' he ]oses his head. Sonic little time
ago a by-law was promulgated obliging peo-
ple to walk on either the right aide of the
footpath or the left, according to the dire-
tion in which they were going. There was
in charge of pedestrian traffic in Perth one
Sergeant Johnston, and hie was always in
trouble with the public. If a man happened to
be on the wrong side of the street, Sergeant
-Johnston wvould shift him over in a manner
that the Australian citizen resents. As a re-
sult of comning into conflict with the public by
his harsh administration, Sergeant Johnston
f ound himself noticed in the "'Sunday Times,'
whiclh attacked him roundly for the exces-
sire manner in which he discharged his duty.
I do not know whether that is the reason for
his reinovel from traffic duty, hut be was re-
moved from it; and since he has been re-
moved there bas been in that connection no
trouble in Barrack-street. Buisy people are
unconsciously apt to break the by-law as to
walking on a particular side of the pavement.
Again, people are apt to stand at a street
corner, and thus obstruct the traffic. Then
the ordin-iry member of the police force
politely asks such people to move. Not so
Sergeant Johnston. Hfe had a very brusque
and officious way of shifting people. If my
memory serves me rigbly, the matter cual-
minated in the arrest of a man who was
mierely hurrying along the street to attend to
his business. Sergeant -Johnston rushed up to
the n, and handled him. The man remon-
strated, and the result was that he was
charged before the police court. The "Sn-
dlay Times"' took the matter up, and said that
the town was "suffering from too much
Jrhaston.'' That is not the only ease in
which the officer lost his head under very
slight provocation.

The Colonial Secretary : When did that
happen?

Mr. HUGHES: About 12 months ago. I
do not reniember the exact date.

The Colonial Secretary: It is rather old.
Mr, HUGHES: I could go back 20 years,

when this officer was a constable, and show
that he was castigated from the bench for
rougyhly handling a prisoner

The Colonial Secretary: If we all went
hack 20 years, I do not suppose many of us
would conmc out ton well.

Mr. HUGHES:* I have a recollection of
another incident, the Esplanade Hotel strike.

The Minister for Ifines- flow do you come
to recollect those incidents so readily now?

Mr. HUGHES: Because I have had oc-
casgion to recollect them.

The Mfinister for Mfines: You want to get
even with the man.

'Mr. HUGHES:- Not at all.
The Minister for Mines: Why did you not

nrite to mie and ask for an inquiry inito the
man's conduct? Why did ynn wvait until you
conld raise these niatters hiere?

Mr. HTUGHES: The Minister saw what I
wrote to the Press.

The Minister for Mfines: I do not rend
your tripe in the Press.
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Mfr. HUGt H ES: The Press cut out the
second half of the letter. If the Minister
'wants tine ]etter, he can have it.

The Minister for Mfines: I do not admin-
ister the Press, but I happen to be adaininis-
tering the Police Departmuent.

Mr, HUGHES: The Minister must have
seen tho report in the Press and the reply in
Whbich I definitely charged the sergeant with
exceeding his duty. As bead of the Police
Department, what more does the Minister
want? I have that much confidence in the
Minister that I would not waste my time in
writing to him.

The 'Minister for Mines: I am glad to
hear you say tinat.

Mr. HUGHES: The Iinister knows I do
tnt write to him much. I have a recollection
of the trouble on the Esplanade. There was
a demonstration of armed farce in Australia
in 1921V There ware fixed bayonets! There
was a field ambulance! Fancy that in Aus-
tralia I

The Minister for Mines: And you won't
forget it for a long time.

Mr. HEUGHES: I should think not.
The Mfinister for Mines: It kept you

quiet.
Mr. HUGHES: Sergeant Johnston and

other officers caine down. The other police
constables had no trouble with the public.
Sergeant Johnston found it nteessary to ar-
rest a man namned Asford.

The Colonial Secretary: He must be a very
wicked man.

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister may be flip-
pant1 but [ want to inform him and others
as wcUl, that the workers of this State are
not going to be man-handled by men like
Johnston. No other police officer got into,
trouble on that occasion but Sergea, on
stan lad to arrest a man. Then there was
another incident when an illusionist named
'Nikola wanted to give a1 public exhibition by
haniging himself in Hay-street. There should.
be no objection to a man hanging himself in
that way. If thre -Minister for Mines wished
to give a pnblic exhibition by hanging him-
self, we should not object.

The Minister for Mines: I would not like
to miss you.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not intend to try to
hang myself in public, because I am afrsaid
Johnston would uot objet.

The Minister for Mines: Why not state
what is obvious? You know you would not
hang yourself.

Mr. mHUGHES: In the incident I refer to,
there was just the ordinary crowd present
who attend such performances.

Tine MNinister for Mlines: You would be
amongst them, I warrant,

Mr. HUGHES-. If it had been the Iti-
later instead of 'Nikola, I would have been
there, no matter how much trouble was
caused.

The Minister for Mines: I have never seen
your usame on a jam tin yet!

Mfr. HUGHES: I have so much confidence
in thre 'Minister that I know he would get out
of thre knot as easily as Nikola did.

The CHAIRMAN:- Neither the MXinister
aor Nikola is onr the Estimiates.

.Nrr. 11UGHES: A few people gathered to
sece the performance. Everythiag was all
right until S8ergeant Johnston arrived; then
there was a riot. It seems to rue that every
time Sergeant .fohnston comies into contact
with tuo or three people, there is a riot. How
is it there is no trouble with other police
offiers .

The Minister for Mines: It is the same
with all these .iohnstoas! Look at Jack John-
son and thn- trouble hie caused.

Mr. HIUHES: Another phase I wish to
re-fer to is the man-handling of a cripple dur-
ing ihe Pulie Court proceedings in cornice-
tion with the boinmakers' strike. A number
of people assembled in the back of the Police
Court. Sergeant Johnston sat at the solici-
tors' tahle in the body of the court, facing
the magistrate. He could riot see what was
going on behind him. I was sitting
at the table facing the magistrate and
opposite to Sergeant Johnston. Neither
hie nor I could see what was going
on at the back of the court. During
the cross-examination of one of the witnesses,
a little squeaky voice from the hack of the
court said ''hear, hear." The court orderly
demanded silence and the court was silent in-
stantly. The court orderly considored the in-
cident so trivial that he did nothing; the
cross-examining counsel went on with his
questioning; the magistrate made no reference
to it; the court proceedings were in no
way disturbed. The incident was so trivia
that the magistrate allowed it to pass
without reference! In a second or two
after the voice was heard, honwever, Ser-
geant Johnston rose excitedly from his seat
at counsel 's table and ruished to the back of
the court. There was a scuffle immediately
and three or four thuds as though someone
had fallen downstairs. Knowing the tendency
of Sergeant Johnston to lose his head and
knowing that a lot of waterside workers wero
there, I went outside immediately. I ran
down the passage and out into the lane and
founrd the poor unfarhmnste cripple, with
wooden legs anid suffering from tuberculosis-
he is so weak physically that after three
months battling. 1 got him 7s. a week front
the Charities Department to save him from
starvation-deathLy white -and with the life
frightened out of him. Obviously, he had
been man-handled and the thuds were
fromt this crippled man being forcibly
slung out of the court. Sergeant Johnston, too,
was white, but he was white from temper, not
from fear. Quite apart from the manner in
which Johnston exceeded his duty in man-
handling a cripple, I want to register an em-
phatic protest regarding what the sergeant
did when he got the cripple outside. His first
demand was'- for the man's name and
address. Without hesitation those parti-
culars were supplied. The next request was
most extraordinary. Sergeant Johnston asked,

1135



1136 (ASSEMBLY.]

" Have you anything on you to prove your
identity-?" Fortunately, the law does not
make it necessary for us to carry identi-
fication discs. While a police constable has
the power to demand the name and address
of any individual, he has no power to de-
mand proof of identity. Section 50 of the
Police Act, 1892, says-

Aay officer or constable of the pollee force
may demand from and require of any in-
dividual with whose person he shall bd un-
acquainted his name and address, and may
apprehend without warrant any, such person
who shall neglect or refuse to give his name
and address or either of them when re-
quired so to do as aforesaid; and every
such person so neglecting, or refusing, or
who shall give a false name or address
when applied to as aforesaid, shall upon
conviction forfeit and pay any sum not
exceeding £5, or at the discretion of the
convicting justice be committed to any gaol
or lockup, there to be kept at bard labour
for any term not exceeding three calendar
months.

Nowhere in the Police Act is power given to
the police to demand that a person shall prove
his identity. If an individual refuses to give
his name and address, the questioning con-
stable can apprehend him.

Mr. MNann: You would not object to a.
constable making all reasonable inquiries I

Mr. HUGHES: I would. When a man -
gives his correct name and address, the au-
thority of the policeman ceases.

Mr. Angelo: How does the constable know
that the information is correct-'

Mr. Mann: I am not defending the case
the hoin. member is referring to. but a con-
stable has a right to ascertain if the informa-
tion is correct.

Mr. Chesson: Where is the power for that?
Mr. 'Manin: It is common sense.
Mr. Chesson: You have a lot of it!
Mr. HUGHES: The member for Perth

(Mr, Mann) knows that while a constahle can
ask for a person's name and address, he has
no power to demand more than that. If he
considers a wrong name and address is given,
the constable can make subsequent inquiries.

Mr. Mann. That is the point.
Mr. HUGHES: And if the constable as-

certains that the information is wrong, the
law prescribes a penalty. When. the sergeant
demanded proof of the cripple's name end
address, clearly he exeeeded his duty. I took
the opportunity to tell Sergeant JTohnston
that was so, and in doing so I exercised
a&right every citizen has. The police have no
more right to exceed their duty with regard to
the public and assault an individual than a
member of the public has the rig-ht to assault
a constable. The next request Sergeant John-
ston made was more extraordinary still. Ser-
geant Johnston said: "What have you in your
pockets? Tnrn out your pockets." Surely
we Ore not faced with such a position that
constables are to bp permitted to exercise the
right of search at first sight! There are cer-

tamn off'ences and conditions referred to in
the Police Act under which a constable may
search without warrant. Section 49 sets out
the circumstances in which constables are al-
lowed to take individuals into custody without
warrant and it reads:

Any person found committing any of-
fence punishable in a summnary manner um:
be taken into custody without a warrant by
any officer or constable of the police force,
or may be apprehended by the owner of the
property on or wvith respect to which the
offence shall be committed, or by his ser-
vant, or any person authorised by him, and
may be detained until he can be delivered
into the custody of a constable, to be dealt
with according to law; and every police of:
fleer or constable may also stop, search, and
detain any cart, carriage or vehicle, in or
upon which there shall bv reason to suspect
that anything stolen or unlawfully obtained
way he found, and also any person who
may be reasonably suspected of having or
conveying in any manner anything stolen or
unlawfully obtained; and any person to
whom any property or liquor shall be of-
fered to be sold, pawned, or delivered (if
he shall have reasonable cause -to suspect
that any offence has been committed with
rt-spect to such property or liquor, or that
the same, or any -part thereof, has been
stolen, or otherwise unlawfully obtained,
or is intended to he used for en unlawful
purpose), may apprehend and detain the
persnu offering any such property or liquor
as aforesaid, and as soon as may be deliver
him into the custody of a constable, to-
gether with such property or liquor to be
dealt with according to law . . . .

The section concludes by making provision
for bail, and so on.

Mr. Mann: A constable can also arrest a
person whom he suspects has committed or
is about to commit a crime.

Mr. HUGHES: There are certain poweras
given, int certainly the shouting of ''bear,
fr'ar'' in a police court does not enable
those powers to be exercised. It would
be a very elastic interpretation of the Police
Act and its provisions to say that because a

n shouts ''hear, hear'' in the Police Court
the police have the right to search him on
sight. People get excited when industrial
troubles are in progress. When a constable
so far loses his head as. to exrceed
his duty in the manner I have described,
it is simply provoking trouble. When
I n-w Sergeant Johnston man-handling the
cripple at the Police Court, I coulld under-
stand what he must have been like at the
box factory episode. If all police officers
were to act like Sergeant Johnston, every
little industrial trouble would develop into
a riot. If, instead of getting hold of a crip-
ple, Sergeant JTohnstonL bed got hold of a
young fellow 12 or 13 stone in weight and
man-handled him, the lad would have lost his
hrad and retaliated. The police would then
have come to the assistance of Johnston,
while the young fellow's mates would have
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lost their heads, and so there would ha-ve
been another riot, this time in the police
court. The Minister ought to remove
Sergeant Johnston. I am not suggesting
that the officer be disrated, but he is
temperamentally unfit for his present duties.

Mr. Mann:, Probably be will be promoted.
Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member must

have inside information. Sergeant Johnston
ought to be removed to a position where hie
will not come into contact with the public.

Mr. Mann: Of what use would be a police
officer who did not colle into contact with the
public?

Mr, HUGHEBS: There ore in the depart-
inent plenty of positions in which he could
be employed away from the public. If fur-
ther illustration of Sergeant Johnston's ten-
dency to Jose his head were necessary, it is
furaisbed by an incident that occurred in a
tramear on the evening of the day onl which
he man-hand led the cripple. Sergeant John-
ston, in plain clothes, boarded a tramcar. In
execotion of his duty, the conductor asked
him for his pass. Sergeant Johnston refused
to show it, saying, ''You know I have a pass.
You have seen it often enough." The cob.
dulCtor said, "I do not know you have one,
but if you have I want to see it.'' It re-
sulted in an altercation between the two. The
conductor stuck to his guns, and -the sergeant
had to produce his pass, whereupon he said
to the conductor, 1*1 will fix you later for
this.''

The Minister for Mines: He must have
picked that up from you. That is what you
told him.

AMIr. HUGHEFS: I said he would hear more
of it.

The Mtinister for Mines: The trouble is, it
is we who are hearing more of it.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not suppose it will
make much impression on the Minister.
Probably Sergeant Johnston will be pro-
moted, as the member for Perth suggests.

The 'Minister for Mines: I hove nothing to
do with promotions. The tram conductor
should have reported the incident to his
officer, and through him to me. I hove heard
nothing of it.

Mfr. HUGHES: He did not bother to re-
port.

The Minister for Mines: Then why did he
report to you?

Mr. HUGHES:. Because he had read in
the newspaper that I had a row with Sergeant
Johnston. It is damnable the number of peo-
ple who have come to me with complaits
against Sergeant Johnston. It proves that
the man is temperamentally unfit to handle
the public. The tram conductor had a perfect
right to ask Sergeant Johnston for his ;pass.

H1on. W. C. Angwrin:. They ask for mine
every day.

Mr. HUGHES: They are free to ask ainy-
body but Sergeant -Johnston who, when lie
is asked to produce his pass, threatens to fix
the conductor later. It is a nice state of
affairs when police officers provoke disturb-
anes in that way. I have no grievance
against Sergeant Johuston.

The Minister for Mines: Then it takes you
a long time to say nothing.

Mir. HUGHES: I have no p-ersonal griev-
ance against him, but when the workers of
this State are mon-handled by men employed
to preserve the peace. I must enter a protest
against it here. We shall have no end of
riots if police officers are to act as Sergeant
Johnston does. If the Government wish to
preserve the peace they will transfer Sergeant
Jfohnston to a position in. which he will not
be coiled upon to handle large crowds. I
understand Sergeant Johnston did distin-
guished work in the IFremsntle strike of 1917.
I did not then know him. L saw him for the
first time A the Es1 lanade, and did not re-
cognise him again until seeing him in court.
Last session I asked the House was it the
intention of the Government to appoint an
additional inspector, and if so, which ser-
geants were qualified by examination for pro-
motion. Sergeant Johnston's name was not
on the list of sergeants supplied in answer to
the question. I am infornmed that since then
Sergeant. Johnston has qualified by examina-
tion. I num told that one of the sergeants
whoi hadI previously passed the exaffination
was carrying out the dutirs of inspector, hut
recently was sent back to his old position
as sergeant, and that Sergeant Johinston has
been acting in the senior capacity. When a
Junior officer acts in a senior capacity it gives
hkin first call oin the position. Why is Ser-
geant Johnston given preference over a man
senior by examination? It seems to me an
injustice has been done to the other sergeants
and special consideration shown to Sergeant
.fohnston. Perhaps there is some foundation
for the interjection of the member for Perth
(Mr. Mainn) that Sergeant Johnston is to be
pronmotedI as a result of the box factory
fracas.

Mr. Mann: I said he might be promoted.
Mr. HUGH ES: Apparently he has siomec

influence that will enable him to act prefer-
ence over his seniors. If there is to be dis-
crinmintion amongst the members of the
force , we shall soon destroy its efficiency. I
atl not looking for anybody's scalp, hut I
want to see thme plolice aet in such a way that
iii any industrial trouble the peace will be
preserved. I might have complained to the
Minister, demanding an inquiry, but I did not
do so. I wrote to the newspaper only hecause
the paper had associated my name with the
inident. The Minister probably saw the
reference in the paper. If he had wvanted to
interfered, it was his prerogative to do so. I
sugge-st that he transfer Sergeant JIohnston
to a position in which bhe will be less likely
to get into rouible through his unfortunate
temperament.

Mr. MeCAIJLUMN (South Premantle)
[10.261: 1 should like to knew from tme Min-
ister whether the "West Australian's'' -re-
port of proceedings before the police court,
concerning the box factory qtrike was cor-
rect ? That report stated that two union
officials were admitted to the eourt only on
the condition that they kept quiet. I want
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to know why trades union officials should be
singled out tor special treatment; why special
conditions should be imposed upon them.

The Mlinister for Mines: I do not know
whether or not the report n-as correct.

Mr. 3IcCALLUM:- T1hen I think the Min-
ister should make inquiries.

The Minister for Mines: You could have
asked a question, and I would have found
out for you.

Mr. leCALLUM: The magistrate had no
information about it, and it was only when
the lawyer drew his attention to it that the
union officials were admitted. It is repug-
araut to the whole of British jurisprudence
that the police should restrict to those of
whom they ap~prove admission to the court.
We boast that the courts of the British Em-
pi-c arc conducted in full public view; yet
it is reported that two union official. were
admitted only on certain conditions. If it
be true, the police exceeded their duty, and
should be told that their function is not to
frame law;, but to administer them. I hope
the Minister will make inquiries and, if the
report be correct, bring to book whoever was
responsible for the irregularity.

Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) L10.28]-
I want the Minister to make a special
note of what the Commissioner says
in regard to wife and child desertion.
The Conmmissioner suggests that money
earned by a delinquent husband sent to
prison should be available for his wife and
children. The present law does not seem to
bring home to such men their responsibility to
the State or to their wives and families. I
should like to see the law amended in that
respect. I congratulate the women police on
the splendid record they have put up). We
'have every reason to be proud that wve have
women doing such excellent work. Anyone
who reads Appendix ''F'' must realise how
fine that work has been, and of what assist-
ance it may he in reducing the amount of
ci-ime and lessening the temptations to -young
girls and boys. The Minister as well as Par-
liament must appreciate their work.

Mr. M\ANN (Perth) [10.31]: floes the
'Minister intend to bring down a Bill this ss-
sion to provide a pension scheme for the
policel If there is any branch of the Gov-
ernment. service fur which pensions should be
provided it is the police.

Hon. 11. F. Troy: Was not a motion car-
ried agreeing to some scheme?

Mr. MANN: Yes; I understand the police
were unanimous and are prepared to do a
great deal towards finaacizlg it. I believe a
Bill has already been drafted.

Hon. AT. F. Tray: But it cannot operate
without Act of Parliament.

Mr. MANN: That is -so. W'ill the Bill be
brought down this session?

The 3INISTEB FOR 1fdIXES (Hon. 3.
Scaddan-Albany--in reply) [10.32]: I have
listenend to the airing of grievances and,
while I must accept members' statements, I

believe a delaration from the police that
have been accused of doing all sorts of things
would place an entirely different complexion
on the accusations. Chief inspector Me-
Kenna has had approximately 50 years' ser-
vice and, during the 20 years I have been in
Parliament, I have not heard a single com-
plaint against him until to-night. lNo officer
of the force has rendered such -magnificent
service without causing friction amongst
either the police or the general p~ublic. If hie
behaved as suggested by the memaber for
Murchison (Mr. Marshall), I am extremely
surprised. He may have done things in a
way that the member for Murchison consid-
ered incorrect, but I (10 not hesitate to pay
a tribute to him as an efficient officer. In-
spector McKenna, is about 70 years of age
anid, when lie retires, hie n-ill do so with bon-
ours probably second to none of any officer in
Australia. I shall not pay arty further atten-
tion to the matter beyond saying I am certain
Inspector Melenna. could give a satisfactory
answer to the statemntsvi of the member for
Murchison. I have heard that Sergeant John-
stalL is slightly inclined to lose his temper.

I-on. 2N1. IF. Tray: Hei is untactful.
The MAINISTER rOB MINES: I. do not

know that I would say that. The member
for East Perth ('Mr. Hughes) said hie was in-
clined to losa his head.

Mr. Chesson: He has had that reputation
for 20 years.

Mr, J. HI. Smith: H1e is one of the whitest
men in the force.

Hon. M1. F. Tray: We do not say he is
not.

Thu MINISTER FOR AID[NES: The mem-
her for East Perth says Sergeant Johnston
is inclined to fly into a temper, sometimes
under provocation, at other times, the bon.
member would have us believe, without provo-
cation. I would not give much far a man
who could not lose his temper occasionally.

lion. W. U. Aagwin: We do not.
The 'MINISTER FOR M[N\ES: I should

have said outside a Cornishman. A policeman
cannot be superhuman. He has to put up
with a great deal in the way of insults and
gibes that requires extraordinary self-control.

Hon. M1. P. Tray: They get a pretty good
deal.

The MTNLTSTER FOR MNINES: And the
public get a pretty good deal from the police,
too.

Hon. A1. F. Troy: They expect it.
Thu MINISTER FOR 'MINES:8 I taike ex-

ception to the member for East Perth who,
havinv had a slight altercation, took the op-
portunity to voice his protest here and give
special publicity to the mutter. He was not
satisfied with mentioning his particular com-
plaint, hut gathered from all the street corn-
ers for 20 years back-

Mr. Hughes: No, I did not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The bon.
member said he could go baick 20) yenirs and
drag up something against Sergeant Johnston
to bolster up his own particular complaint,
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There is nothing to boast about in an attitude
of that kind. The hon. meihiber knew I was
Mini-ster for Police. If lie bad a complaint
he should have written to me, and, if
an inquiry was warranted, I would have
ordered it. If it had been a matter of man-
handling or treating someone as a beast in-
stead of a human being, it would be a ques-
tion for an inquiry. I have not heard that
Sergeant Johnston lost his temper to that
extent. At times he has assumed aa attitude
that may have led people to believe he was
in a temper, hut it has been assumed to ob-
tain adherencen to the correct demeanour on
the part of those inclined to flout the laW. If
he had said, ''Please, Mr. member for East

'Perth, will you kindly walk past me without
brushing me," the hion. member would prob-
ably have concluded he Was a soft sort and
have given him a push. If lie had said,
"Kindly keep your hands off," the hion. mem-
ber would have done it without further ques-
tion.

Mr. Hughes: Do not rely upon that too
much.

The MiNISTER FOR MINES: Because a
man assumes an attitude of dignity, he should
not be accused of exceeding his duty. I have
not heard that Sergeant Johnston committed
any crime in the way of man-handling people
that would call for a reprimand. I have heard
he has many fine qualities.

Mr. Richardson: He is -a good officer.
Mr. Hughes: I did not impeach his other

qualities; I charged him with losing his head.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I antici-

pated the hon. member would air his griev-
ance here, so I asked for an explanation of
thv court incident. Had I known the lion.
member was going to try to holster up this
incident by bringing all the charges he could
collect over a period of 20 years, I would
have asked for Sergeant Johnston's personal
file so that I could have answered every one
of the charges. Sergeant Johnston's state-
ment is as followrs:-

I have to report that the remand eases
in connection with Stone 'a box factory
were commenced at the police court on
Thursday, the 4th inst. Mr. Lane, solicitor,
appeared for all the accused, and asked
the police magistrate to order all witnesses
in the case to leave the court, which was
done. Seated at thu solicitor 'a table in the
court by the side of Mr. Lane was Mr.
Hughes, M.L.A., who Was taking notes of
the evidence. During the day I noticed
Mr. Hughes frequently leave the court with
papers in his band, and go into the room
where the witnesses now being called by.
the defence were. Hle would go into the
room and speak to those inside, and then
return to the courL. I am not in a position
to say what hie was talking about, but this
is a gross breach of court procedure for
any person connected with the case to act
in sueh a manner. On Tuesday, the 9th
instant, Mr. Hughes left the court whilst

the case was proceeding, and went into the
winse'room. The colrt orderly, Con-

stable McKenzie, followed him in and spoke
to him about being in conversation with the
witnesses. He said that he was not talking
about the ease. The witnesses for the pro-
secution (several women and girls) com-
plained that they -were being called scabs at
the court by some of the witnesses for the
defence, and Miss Shelly, so I took them to
the sergeant's room at the police station to
avoid friction. In cross-examining the
witnesses Mr. Lane took every opportunity
to belittle the police, which caused those in
the gallery to laugh and pass remarks, and
disturb the court. I placed two police re-
cruits, in the gallery to pick out thoae
offending. 'Wben Sergeant Anderson was
being cross-examined, Mr. Lane said, "If
the crowd wvere as bad as you say, do yen
think any arrests would have been made?
There would not have been a policeman left
alive.'' A voice called out in a loud tone,
"Hear, hear.'' I went to the back of the
court, and a man was painted oat to nme
by the recruits. I -asked this man if it
was he that called out. He made no
answer. I asked him to leave the court,
He -refused. I caught him by the armn and
led him downstairs out into the lane. When
we arrived in the lane I asked this man
his name and address, which he gave very
unwillingly. I was ivriting in my book
when Mr. Hughes rushed up and said, ''Do
not give hire your namne. Don't tell him
anything." I told Mr. Hughes not to in-
terfere. He said, "I am appearing f or
this mnan." I said, ''You are not.'' I
then asked the man if he had any letters
or papers to show me with his name on,
and he took a letter from his pocket with
his name and address on. Mr. Hughes said,
"You are exceeding your duty; you will
hear more of this." I said, "You should
mind your own business. You ought to
know better than to interfere with the
-police in the execution of their duty.'' Ie
then returned to the court. There were
several witnesses present to prove my state-
menits if required.

This is the sergeant's statement, and we have
had that of the member for East Perth. I1
am sure we all regret the incident.

Ron. Ms. P. Tray: Whose statement dla
you believe?

The 'MINESTER FOR MIXES: I can
please myself.

Hon. 11. F. Troy: Which do you believe?
The IMISTER FOR MINES; That is

Inv business.
Hon. Mf. F. Troy: It is ouir business.
The MIENISTER FOR MINES: It is not

the bon. member's business.
Hon. 'M. F. Troy. These papers must be

laid on the Table of the Rouse. Whom did
you believe a few years ago?

The MINXISTER FOR MIXES: That is
not the hon. member's business. I do not
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think the incident is so serious as to warrant
our putting the sergeant in a cloakroom; he
is too valuable an officer for that. I propose
to- draw the attention of the Commissioner to
the remarks of the member for East Perth.
Even in trying circumstances such as these,
members should endeavour to act courteously
to the pollee force. We have as good a force
as there is in Australia. The position of our
police is not on all-fours with that of other
police forces. Our men perform a number of
extraneous duties that are not performed by
police elsewhere. They are not ordinary ar-
resting machines, They are civil servants, in[
many eases, performing such duties as collect-
ing statistics, inquiring into matters affecting
different departments, issuing licenses, collect-
ing revenue, and carrying out a number of
other duties which do them the utmost credit.

Mr. Mann: They also collect money for
hospitals.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They per-
form a number of duties in a very meritorious
way. It is a force to be proud of. I have
had few complaints concerning them; indeed
there are many instances to show that they
are to he t-omnendert for the work they do.
They also handle the traffic in the mnetropolitan
area. It is estimated that there were 500 more
motor cars at the show last Wednesday than
on the same day last year, but I did not hear
of a single accident,

"Mr. Clydesdale: The police did remark-
ably well.

The MINISTER FOR MIE: yes.
Many people have told me it stands gre-itly to
their credit that they were able to handle,
within a cramped area, such a large traffic
without difficulty or accident. From the off-
cers to the constabulary we are improving
the calibre of our police- We are encourag-
ig men who join to understand that they are
not to be merely arresters of law-breakers.
We are getting together men with a know-
ledge that is very necessary, seeing that they
havec to carry out so many other duties. our
police must, therefore, be placed on a dif-
ferent basis, and I propose to recommend that
a change should be effeced in their cnn.
ditions. At present they receive certain con-
sideration for length of ser-vice and good ser-
vice, in the form of a gratuity after a cer-
tain period. I prop-ose to recommend that
after a certain number of years they should
be entitled to a pension in the event of th ir
remaining in the service. They a-re anxious
for this, and I do not think the cost would be
very much greater tban the present system.
This would he the means of inducing men to
reulain in the service, after they have ac-
quired. the necessary experience and at a time
when we may well expect to get the best out
of their services. At present they draw a
lump sum when they leave. This gratuity
they frequently put into some form of huii-
ness and lose it altogether. We ought to en-
courage the men who take up police work to
remain with us, and if they remain they ought

to be reWarded in the same way as other
branches of the Public Service are, by a pen-
sion. They have at present a gratuity fund,
to which the Government contribute, and
which to all intents and purposes is not sol-
vent. I believe we could change to a pension
fund without much additional cost to the
State, and thus greater satisfaction would re-
suit to the meinbers of the force, and they
would remain permanently in the service.

Ron. '.%. F. Troy: When do you propose
to make that changeI

The MINIUSTBR FOR 'MINES: I do not
know that it can be done this session.

lion. \I. F. Tray: It will have to be done
by statute.

The '_lINI\STE-R FOR 'MINES: Yet. The
matter was only brought to my attention
some time since, and I air inquiring into every
phasec of it. With regard to the point raised
by the member for South Fremantle (Mr.
McCalluln), I line not aware of it until he
nienticned it. However, I will have inquiries
mnade, and if netcessary will furnish the honh.
nmenmber with information.

Mr. Hughes: I would like to reply to the
statement read by the Minister.

The CHAIRANU: We are on items now.
Thle general discussion has closed.

Hon. ',\. F. Tray: 'We are in Committee,
and anything can be discussed.

Mr. Hughes:. I will take an itemn.

Item, Inspectors, U4,815:

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: I see there is an
additional inspector. We have 391 constables
with 12 inspectors and 14 sergeants. That
means anl inspector for every 33 men. The
piopulationc is not increasing as fast, re-
latively, a9 the number of inspectors.

The M inister for Mines: We have made
an inspector under the Traffic Act

Ron. IV. C. A2NOWIN: That Act has been
in force since 1910.

The 'Minister for Mie:But the officer
in charge Of thle admlinistration of the Traffic
Act was made anl inspector only last year.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: W-hy was it neces-
sary to create him anl inspector? Such an
aplpointnll't mnakes a great difference in con-
neeticn with thle gratnity fund. Once a man
is inarie nit inspector, he ceases to be a police-
man andl becomnes a member of the Public
Service. That affects the State funds con-
siderably, and therefore it is unwise to ap-
joint coo muany insp~ctors- .%Moreover, it is
not only the inspector himself: he must have
an office and a staff. The tendency to build
up offices should be resisted.

The "Minster for Mie:But we have given
the police additional work in inspection of
traffic and liquor.

Ron. W. C. ANOGWIN:\ They were doing a
lot ef that work preiously.

The INISTER FOR 'MINES: I will in-
qnire regarding the need for the additional
inspector, hut I believe the appointment was
cuing to the additional work put on the po-
lice. A branch must have an inspector in
charge, to carry the responsibility.
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Item, Const abulary, 10s. 6d. par day to 1~.98
per day, Z115,400:

Mr. HUGHES. In reply to certain parts
of the statement rend by the Minister I wish
to say that I attended the police court in my
capacity as law clerk to Mr. Lane. I had a
perfect right to be there. The sergeant states
that one is not allowed to talk to witnesses. Let
me point out that the police had a witness
in court listening to the proceedings, and that
that witness wias later put in the box to give
evidence for the prosecution. I went out of
court whenever it was necessary for ine in
the execution of my duty to do so. The in-
cident referred to occurred towards the end
of thu trial. Many girls merely interested
in the case assembled about the court. I wag
going along the passage and stopped to speak
to these little girls. Then en officer came
along and told inc T had no right to do that.
He did not, however, want to manhandle me:
he simply came along like a sensible man In
the execution of his duty. I said, ''All
right,'' and went away, in order to avoid
any argument. To say that I was consult-
ing with the witnesses is a deliberate mis-
statement. If counsel for the defence wanted
to talk to the witnesses, he could do it after
the court adjourned at 4 p.m.

The Minister for 'Mines: I don'It think there
is much in that point.

Hon. M. F. TIROY: I do not think it comes
with very good taste from the Minister that
he should read to the Chamber a statement
from Sergeant Johnston. Itt is quite com-
petent for the -Minister to say, "I have in-
quired fully into this matter, in anticipation of
what is happening here, and I have received
an explanation which satisfies inc that such
and such is the case.'' But to bring and
read here letters fromi police officers jus-
tifying their attitude on a mere bald state-
meat is not doing a. fair thing by the Cham-
her. I am not prepared to take, any and
every police officer's statement, because of
personal erl-erienco I have had. A policeman
hailed me up in the street, and treated me
roughly, and then, swore on his oath that hie
hadl never handled me. At the same time,
he appealed to me in the court not to push
the matter. In a mining town I saw a police-
man assault a man outside a hotel and then
arrest hint. When the man appeared at the
court, I appeared too. If I bad been a jus-
tico of the peace, I would have taken my
place on the bench. T do not say that always
the police do not tell the truth. I know that
there is a cede of honour among them uinder
which this business becomes second mature.
I do not say it in hostility to the Minister's
administration of the Police Department, but
it is not wise to encourage police officers who
posres such powers.. An a body of men theyv
exercise great powers, and, to a conqiderable
extent, they exercise them very sensibly. If
the Minister, however, is prepared to come
forward and place before the House a, police-
man's statement as to the real explanation
of what happened, he will be encouraging the
police officers to do things they would Dot

otherwise do, if they did not think they would
have the Minister behind them on all occa-
sions. I have no quarrel with any police
officer, but I halve mentioned the personal
experience I had, In that case, the man
swore that he bad not laid hands upon me,
although he had done so violently. I knowr
a number of instances in which police con-
stables bare not acted in the best interests of
the department. The Minister has known of
hie department sacking men.

The Minister for Mines: We are contin-
ually dealing with them.

Hfon. 1If. F. TROY:- You will have to saek
them again.

The Mlinister for Mfines: They have their
board.

Hon. 'M. F. TRIOY: I have known con-
stables do extraordinary things and yet get
off. I know a policeman in town who
did his best to ravish a woman, and
yet he got off. I know dozens of in-
stances of these things happening from
time to time. I do not say the police con-
stahies are always the guilty parties, but
I am not prepared to take the statement of
any policeman merely because it is read in
the House. It is not proper to encourage
the trn in that direction. To read at police-
man's letter here as the explanation of an
incident is merely to give these men an im-
portance that they should not receive. The
Minister should give his statement, and not
read a constable's letter.

The Minister for MAines:. This man is con-
ccrued in the incident. The member for East
Perth rade his statement in person and why
shoLLId no0t the sergeant bp heard as welll

Ifon. 7%f. F. THROY: This is not the place
u-hero it should be done. The Minister can
make a statement on behalf of the sergeant
and tell uts he is satisfied the sergeant did
his duty. All thast the police can reason-
ably expect is that the Minister will see that
justice is done to them.

The 'Minister for Mines: I will not defend
them if they are in the wrong.

Hon. If. F. TROY: I know that.
Yote put and passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.5 p.
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